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I'm happy to tell you that we are honored to have your journal
translate the interview we made to Chomsky Lorenzo Fabbri

best wishes for your activism,
l-orenzo Fabbri
Antasofia
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The International Genome Project
has rekindled interest in an age-
old controversy regarding the
birth place of the Human Race.
This ongoing project has reiterat-
ed that the first humans - the
genetic Adam and Eve if you like
— hailed from East Africa. This
raises a doubt as the historically
established oldest human civilisa-
tion belongs to Mesapotomia in
the middle east Asia and human
race existed even earlier with the
land's name being known as
Sumeria. Some argue that human
civilisation and human race have
their own independent definitions !
Yet another school of thought sup-
ports the view that the earliest
humans lived in the burried land
mass of Lemuria — a continuous
mass of land extending beyond
the Indian southern peninsular tip.
This view is the most handicapped
as it has no historic records to go
by nor artefacts have been
unearthed from undersea excava-
tions.

This article attempts to review
briefly the above competition
among the three candidate-sites
of East Africa, Sumeria and
Lemuria and proposes that seri-
ous view be taken of the claim
that Lemuria (as well as Sumeria)
were seats of Ancient Tamil cul-
ture and that million of years ago
all the three sites were geographi-
cally quite close and there is every
possibility that the first human
race were Tamils.

The East African Claim : ‘
The intemnational Genome Project
has supported the view that the
human race originated somewhere
in East Africa. A human migration
route map has been proposed
with the origin in East Africa and -
the very first branching taking
place some 50,000 years ago
towards South India: Another
branching is shown towards
Sumeria more or less at the same
time.

The method of tracing the humans
back through their genes (either
through X or Y chromosome) is
not without its uncertainties which
are many. In the first place there is
no unanimity even on the precise
length of the human genome; it
may be possible that the length
varies among different races! The
reported variations range between
- 30,000 to 1,30,000 genes per
genome! Secondly, there are large
uncertainties in the assumptions
involved on the average duration
of a generation, the population
growth rates over thousands of
years, the average migration rates
and the poulation size involved
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GENETIC ADAM & EVE
- TAMILS ?

and so on. Typically, reports sug-
gest that a generation gap con-
sists of 25 years, the world popu-
lation at the time of Jesus Christ
was about 100 million, was only
about 50,000 some 7000 genera-
tions ago, migration takes place in
groups of not more than a few
thousands and to distances of
about 300 miles in a vear and so
on.. One can easily visualise the
many pitfalls involved. There is
also the major scientific unknown -
regarding the gene modifications
by bacterial infections. Perhaps
the most serious disadvantage
concerns the absence of human
DNA materials as bench marks
covering the entire time range
over which extrapolations are
made. Inspite of these limitations
genetic laboratories in Uk and
USA have not hesitated to do
brisk business for issue of a cer-
tificate of genetic link to either of
the ten sons or eighteen daugh-
ters of Adam-Eve after gene-map-
ping of DNA samples obtained
from oral swipes of the individual
concerned. It may be mentioned
here that the Biblical Adam-Eve
pair reportedly gave birth to only
three children!

The East African site easily won
over other candidate-sites
because of unearthing of very old
human skeletons to date. On the
other hand it does not have histor-
ical records to match with the
other sites under discussion.

Sumerian Tamils?

The oldest (earlier than 3000 B.C.)
available records in the form of
clay plates are from the ancient
Sumeria which was part of the
Mesepotamian Civilisation (around
6000 B.C.)claimed to be earliest in
Human History. Recent research
particularly of Prof. K.Loganathan
from Malaysia encourages the
view that the ancient literature of
Sumeria viz. the Mutariibayam of
Sulgi is in fact in Archaic Tamil
language. One of the stone carv-
ings dated 1900 B.C. can be inter-
preted to convey that Tamil was
the world language during 4000
B.C. to 1000 B.C.! There are also
references to Kumeru possibly
indicating to Kumarinadu, the seat
of Ancient Tamils. Although
Kumarikandam existed as a conti-
nuity with the present South Indian
Peninsula. one wonders about the
link with Sumeria .

In the news reports from the

Genome Project, there is no spe-
cific mention about seeking any
genetic evidence to dislodge the
claim that the earliest known
human civilisation arose in this
region. On the other hand there is
specific mention that the two cen-
tres where the first human migra-
tion took place more or less at the
same time of nearly 56,000 years
ago, are the Mesopotomian region
and Southern Indian region.
Because of the uncertainties
involved, what are the chances
that the staring point could have
been any one of the three sites ?
ie East Africa or Sumeria or South
India ?

Lemuria — from Myth to Reality
The subject of Lemuria has been
a fascinating one for a long time;
in the absence of historical
records or archaelogical evi-
dences, it has stayed as a myth.
The International History Project
initiated a few years ago have
rekindled interest in the topic.
Inferences have been drawn to
the effect that the first Lemurian
subraces were ape-like, egg-lay-
ing hermaphrodites and had third
eye (similar to Lord Shiva ?)! The
evoutionary process might have
resulted in the first human race
appearing here somewhere
between 20,000 B.C to 75,000
B.C. it was the English Zoologist
Philip L.Schlater who gave the
name Lemuria for a sumerged
landmass connecting East Africa,
Madagaskar, South India and East
Indian Archipelago and the primi-
tive primates, the "Lemurs" existed
here. There are others who
believe that this land mass
extended far beyond the above
regions; it is suspected that the
Californian Indians could be
Lemurians! The oldest human
artefact found off Santa Barbara
(dated to about 25000 B.C.) could
have something to do with -
Lemurians! Similarly a strong case
exists to consider the aborigins of
Australia to be descendants of
Lemurians ie prehistoric Tamils.
Though Tamil records are quite
young compared to Sumerian liter-
ature, repeated references are
found to the Tamil Kingdom of
Kumarinadu which existed down
south of present day Kanyakumari
and perhaps extended even upto
Australia. Quite significant similar-
ities have been observed between
Tamil and the dialects of the

Australian aborigins. Tamil is spo-
ken even to day in all the regions
specified by the English Zoologist
as belonging to erstwhile Lemuria.
In a letter to the Editor in The
Hindu dated June 4 1979, the
famous archaeologist
C.S.Mahadevan came out with a
plea entitled, "No More A
Dravidian Myth". He has made out
a very strong case defending the
theory that the Dravidian civilisa-
tion is the oldest in the world and
that the first humans were
Tamilians. He has listed the
chronology of the Dravidian
Dynasty dating back to 30,000
B.C. (Ten Madurai Tamil Sangam
convened by Muthalam Nilandaru
Thiruvir Pandian). He even says
East African negros ruled this
Tamilnadu .between 16,500 B.C.
and 16,000 B.C., the important
rulers being Udukannan,
Maraikkannan, Arividamali and
Thiruprattuhal. The list gives a

K.S.V.Nambi*

(Retired Senior Scientist, BARC, Mumbai)

contiguous picture upto 235 A.D.
(Kadaichangakalam) and it is
claimed that the historical events
and the dates have been corrabo-
rated astronomically by
Prof.K.Srinivasa Raghavan. This
particular letter resulted in a series
of letters in the discussion mode
from eminent scholars all over the
world. The majority view seems to
support Mahadevan's plea for
accordng the due place for the
Tamils in human evolutional histo-
ry.

Concluding Remarks

Before we start arguing if Adam
and Eve were Africans or Tamils,
we should ascertain if indeed the
human population grew out of a
single pair of Man and woman or
the humans could have come into
being at many different locations
of the earth and also not neces-
sarily simultaneously. There are
many considerations — mostly
philosophical - which favours the
former view. It is important to
realise that all humans the world
over, have more or less the same
sense about "good” and "bad". All
exhibit the same tendency to
associate the Almighty with the
space above. Many stories hand-
ed down the generations look

Continue in pg. 25
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INDIGENISM: THE OLDEST IDEOLOGY

ndigenous ideology, spirituality and
values have the capacity to make
essential contributions to anti-glob-
alization and anti-colonial move-
ments around the globe.

It is 'surprising how much ‘the left’
does not know about the culture and
history that informs indigenous move-
ments. While many recognize that the
accumulation of wealth, privilege and
power in Canada (as well as in other
colonized countries) is predicated
upon the implementation of genocide,
assimilation and systemic violence
against Aboriginal peoples, the impli-
cations of that realization are not read-
ity apparent.

Indigenous people around the globe
are struggling for their very survival.
As we struggle it is clear to us that the
contradictions of colonialism, imperial-
ism and capitalism are not only threat-
ening the survival of Indigenous com-
munities, but of the human race.

In the 1980s, Cherokee academic
Ward Churchill coined the term
“Indigenist” for Native Americans.
Churchill regards ideologies such as
socialism, anarchism and Marxism as
essentially Eurocentric, similar to
indigenous ideologies but lacking in
many ways. Churchill, Winona La
Duke and others maintain that an “indi-
genist” worldview is probably the only
thing that will get us out of the mess
are in today.

Unlike socialist or Marxist ideologies,
Indigenists do not need to incorporate

Indigenous people
around the globe are
struggling for their
very survival. As we
struggle it is clear
to us that the
contradictions of
colonialism,
imperialism and
capitalism are not
only threatening the
survival of Indigenous
communities, but of
the human race.

anti-racist or feminist analyses into our
practice. We do not need to create an
analysis around specific oppressions
for people who are differently-abled or
for gays and lesbians. Indigenists rec-
ognize that every living being on this
Earth has a role and a purpose and
that if we are to survive we need to
learn from each other, share and grow
together.

In our communities we open our gath-
erings by taking the time to thank all of
the plants, animals, winds, waters,
mountains, the sun, the moon, etc for
providing us with food, clothing, medi-
cine and shelter. While often regarded

as “primitive” or “simplistic”, our world-
view recognizes that the health and

wellbeing of humans is directly depen-
dant on the health of a larger commu-
nity; a larger family.

All of the plants and animals cooperate
within an ecosystem. We don’t see the
trees insisting thai all the plants pro-
vide apples. We don't see the birds
declaring war on fish because they do
not fly. What one plant puts into the
soil another takes as nourishment.
What one animal leaves as waste,
another considers food. Even death
and decay serve to nourish new life
and new growth.

It is the same with two-leggeds. We
are part of the planet’s biodiversity.
What some call the environment we
call Our Relations. For us concepts of
diversity and respect are not options,
they are integral to our survival. The
catch is that Our Relations can survive
quite well without us, if it comes to that.

Mother Earth only has so many re
sources to provide. She cannot
replace and renew at the rate that we
take from her womb. As a human race
we cannot afford the type of extreme
wealth, exploitation and greed we see
among the wealthier classes of socie-

ty.

The struggle is no longer just about

Zainab Amadahy

redistributing resources and wealth
being accumulated by a minority at the
expense of the planet’s majority. The
struggle now has to be about living in a
balanced way, in a simpler way. It has
to be about recognizing that comput-
ers, cell phones and cars are not what
bring a person joy in life. It's about
recognizing our relationships to each
other as two-leggeds and to the
greater community around us. Who
knows this better than indigenous peo-
ples? :

Fallen warrior and activist Rodney
Bobiwash used to say that indigenous
people are like the canaries in the
mines whose death warns of toxic
gasses. If indigenous people are
exterminated who will be left to fight for
the environment that sustains us all?

Exclusively for “Urai Mozhivu”
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alike. For example one can cite
the Great Deluge and Noah's Ark.
It appears in various forms but
with the same theme not only in
Bible but also in Queron, Sulgi
and the Hindu religeous literature
of Nalayira Thivyaprabandam. All
languages start with the alphabet
with the same phonetic sound of
'a'. The workshipping of figures
with elephant heads seems to be
prevaient in many regions of the
world. The list can be extended
endlessly; the bottomline is that
there is strong indication of a com-
mon thinking process which has
genetically spread through all
races in regions.

On the other hand the scientific
thinking of a Bio-Chemico-Eco
evolution of the human species
from basic elements will support
the possiblity that humans might
have come up at various regions
and at various points of time
depending upon the weather pro-
files of the regions concerned. The
well recognised evolutionarly line
up of fish-amphibians-reptiles-
small mammals-apes-homosapi-
ens is reflected variously in the lit-

erature of most of the religions of
the world. The tropical regions
perhaps were most suited for this
type of evolution and the Africa-
India line up presents itself advan-
tageously for considering the
appearance of the first humans.
Millions of years ago, the geo-
graphical distances separating the
three sites of East Africa, Sumeria
and Lemuria were not much. In
the plethora of uncertainties
involved in the gene mapping and
extrapolation backwards in time,
the origin could easily be placed in
any one of the above three sites!
Going through the publications
which have come out so far, one
cannot escape from the feeling
that no serious efforts have been
made on the Indian and Chinese
populations, the world's biggest
nations. It appears that just a
handful of tribal people hailing
from Andhra Pradesh in India
were genetically tested. Certain
urgent studies need to be carried
out by gene mapping of the abori-
gins in Australia, the tribal popula-
tions in Tamilnadu of India espe-
cially the Thodas in Nilgiris, the

Narikuravars and so on. The
genomes of monkey races espe-
cially the Lemurs need to be
ascertained. The tribes of
Madagaskar, Maritius,
Lakshdweep and Andaman-
Nicobar Islands need to be exam-

“ined too for their genetic stalk. It is

only after collecting statistically
significant data bases on all these
population groups, one can come
up with any tangible results
regarding our ancestoral links
through gene mapping. There is a
gut feeling that Lemurian Tamils
are strong contenders for consti-
tuting the earliest human race on
earth and for too long we cannot
ignore them because no records

.or artefacts exist. The Sri Lankan

Tamils always lament that invalu-
able archives of ancient Tamil
Literature and records which
should have included a lot about
the Kumarikandam/Lemuria, were
burnt down during the ethnic vio-
lences in the fifties. An internation-
al effort is called for initiating
ocean bed excavations south of
Kanyakumari in South India and

Sri Lanka.
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