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A CALL TO PEOPLE

Narasimha Rao government has signed the
infamous imperialist GATT Treaty incorpor-
ating the heinous Dunkel proposals on Aprii
15 at Marakesh despite overwhelming opposit-
ion from various scctions of people manifesced
through a mighty people’s upsurge with the
observation of All India Biack Day, and ban-
dhs and various other forms of protests ail
over the country.

Now according to the provisions of this
Treaty, GATT is going to be replaced by Wo-
rld Trade Organisation (WTO) by next Janu-
ary 1. Waith this the IMF-World Bank-WTO
trio alopgwith MNCs will take neocolonial
plunder acd imperialist hegemony over Asian-
African- Latin American countries to new
heights.

In this situation various sections of ruling
class parties like B J P, Janatha Dal, and CPI
(M) led Left Front, foreign funded agencies
etc are engaged in deviating people’s movem-
ents against GATT and WTO from anti- imp-

erialist path to reformist positions. We should
be vigilant against the vascillating and oppor-
tunist positions of these parliamentary oppos-
ition forces. Their declarations about future
movements against GATT and WTO are noth-
ing but part of their parliamentary  games
like their so-called opposition to pclicies of
Rao government even while allowing it to sur-
vive its minority days,

We call upon all patriotic and democratic
forces to continue and intensify countrywide
struggles in the coming days unitedly to throw
out the imperialist GATT Treaty and to resist
the surrender of our countrytothe W T O.

Let us move heaven and earth to develop
a mighty people's offensive =ll over the coun-
ntry to resist the demons and monsters ensla-
ving the country and their hated lackeys so
as to make it impossible for them to enslave
us to GATT and its successor W T O.

5-5-1994. CPI(M L)Red Flag.

International Seminar on Mao Tsetung Thought

On behalf of the Center for Social Stud-

™., igs, the Workers’ Education Ceuterand the

Joint Coordinating Group of the International

Conference of Marxist-Leninist Parties and
Organizations, I am happy to anmounce the
successful holding of the Interpational Semi-

nar on Mao zedong Thought on 6 and 7 Nove-
ber, 1993 in Gelsenkirchen, Germany, to cel-
ebrate in advance the 100th birth annivessary
of Mao Zedong.

Jose Maria Sison (Chairman Center for Social Studies)

It is the common view of the three spons-
ors that the main and essential purpose of the
seminar, which is to celebrate the Mao cent-
enary and iavigorate the study and application
of Marxism- Leninism-Mzo Zedong Thought,
has been achieved.

Nine hundred thirty men ard women (930)
from thirty-three countries participated in the
seminar. This large participation proves that
there is widespread interest in the revolutionary:
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ideas and works of the great proletarian leader,
Mao zedong. '

The participants included prominent soci-
al scientists, researchers, Marxist-Leninist
theoreticians and working class leaders who
acted as the speakers and resource persons.
Workers comprised more than fifty percent
of the participants. Also about onec half of
all the participants were women and young
people.

To cover the full range of Mao Zedong
Thought, there were four sessions on the foll-
owing subjects: the new democratic revolution,
socialist revolution and construction, the strug-
gle against modern revisionism and the theory
of continuing revolution under  proletarian
dictatorship, and the world significance, rel-
evance and influence of Mao Zedong Thought.

The focus of the seminar was on the iat-
egration of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Zedong
Thought and concrete rcvolutionary practice
in China and other countries. The discussions
were comprehensible not only to those with a
high degree of knowledge in Marxist theory
but also to the participants who had an initial
interest inthe subject of social revolution
under proletarian dictatership.

All the four sessions of the seminar were
lively, enlightening and fruitful. Written and
oral contributions in the from of statements and
inquiries were received from the participants.
These were entered into the record of the
proceedings; were ventilated and responded to
by the speakers and resource persons. The pr-
oceedings were dope in English, German, Fre-
nch and Spanish through simultaneous transla-
tion.

At the concluding session, the General
Declaration on Mao Zedong Thought was read
and signed by participants. The declaration sums
up the great theoretical and practical achieve-
ments of Mao Zedong and urges the proletariat
and people to study and apply Mao Zedong
Thought,

The main substance of the proceedings
shall be published in book form as well as in
video cassettes in several languages. The video
casscttes shall present the highlights of the
seminar as well as the comments of the broad
range of participants.

During the seminar, thirty three long pa-
pers contributed to the Center of Social Stud-
ies in commemoration of the 100th birth ann-
iversary of Mao Zedong, were made available
to the seminar participants in several languages
by the Center for Social Studies and by the
Verlag Neuer Weg. A selection of these papers

shall be published in one or two volumes.
To ensure the free and orderly  conduct
of the seminar, the three sponsors of the sem-

inar created the Presidium, which included
the undersigned as chairman of the Center
for Social Studies, Stefan Engel as represen-

tative of the Joint Coordinating Group of the
International Conference of Marxist-Leninist
Parties and Organizations and as chairman of
the Marxgist- Leninist Party of Germany
(MLPD), and Wolf Dieter Rochlitz, chairman
of the Workers® Education Center, and two
other members from the MLPD and the Co-
mmunist. Party of the philippines.

We wish to thank all the participants and
all the technical personnel for all the contri-
butions and assistance they have made in
order to make the International Seminar on
Mao Zedong Thought a resounding success.

We hope that the seminar will go a long
way in inspiring a far greater number of people
to study and apply Mao Zedong Thought beca-
use this great development of the revolutionary
theory of the proletariat exposes the evils
of monopoly capitalism, modern revisionism
and neocolonialism and iliumines the road to
socialism and communism. ®

Com. Arun Sanyamath

Com. Arun Sanaymath, secretary, RWAIA,
W. Bengal and joint secretary of AILRC
passed away on 20th March 1994 at Culcutra
of heart attack.

Com. Sanymath was well known as a revo-
lutionary poet, critic and playright.. A devoted
revolutionary cultural activist, he was active
from the time of the undivided Communist
movement and after Naxalbari became a staunch
votary of Margism-Leninism' Mao Testung Tho-
ught. He was the founder member of the
Revolutionary Weiters Artists and Intellectaals
Association of W. Bengal. With com. Arun
Sanyamath's untimely demise the revolutionary
cultural movement in India Joses one of 1ts
vanguards.

Com. K. A. Mohan Das and com. P. K.
Venugopal president and secretary of Janskeeya
Kala Sahitya Vedi, Kerala and EC members
of AILRC have condoled the unespected de-
partute of com. Sanyamath.

Com. Varavara Rao, general secretary,
AILRC in a message dated 31-3-’94 issued at
Hyderabad has paid homage to the departed
colleague.

Red Star deeply condoles the demise of
Com. Arun. Sanyamath.
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Revisionim is Bourgeois, Counter
Revolutionary Ideology

The resolution adopted bythe A/l [India
Coordination Committee of Communist Revo-
lutionaries on February 8, 1969 ‘‘It is time to
form the Party '’ said: ‘‘Revisionism is bour-
geois, counter-rovolutionary ideology. The
inner party struggle between revolutionary
ideology and counter-revolutionary ideology
will countinue as long as classes exist. It is
through an uncompromisning struggle against
revisionism and other alien irends that the Party
shall grow and develop.”’

‘The history of the International Communist
Movement (ICM) from the time of First Inter-
national till today clearly shows that revisianism
is the main danger in the philosophical, ideo-
logical, political fields within the revolutionary
movement, which is aiding and abetting the
capitalist imperialist system, and obstructing the
growth of proletarian revolutionary movement
through all sorts of heinous and peruicious me-
thods. Today when the ICM has suffered severe
setbacks, when imperialist system and its pro-
pagandists have launched most vicious attacks
on concepts of socialism and communism thro-
ugh lies and slanders, and when all brands of
revisionists openly degenerating to imperialist
or comprador ruling class positions are working
overtime to destroy the proletarian revolutionary
ideology for ever, that the present problems
confronting the revolutionary movement can be
resolved, and the ICM and its contingents in
all countries can be rebuilt only by uncompro-
misnigly fighting against all manifestations of
revisionism is repeatedly proved. But unfor-
tunately the significance of this struggle is
often forgotten by the revolutionary forces. It
leads them to grievous mistakes. It obliterates
the line of demarcation bétween Marxism and
revisionism, and leads the movement astray.
Presently when the imperialist plunder over
the country has reached new zeniths, and all
social contradictions are intensifying fast, it is
seen that many revolutionary sections are
abandoning this struggle against revisionism.
As a result CPI (M) revisionists are manipulating
them. On this context it has become necessary
to once again recall our past experience to point
out the paramount importance of anti-revisionist
struggle.

2

Simiiar to the experience of the ICM, even.
a glance through the history of the Indian Co-
mmunist movement even from the time of Second
World War shows that it is the repeated ma-
nifestations of revisionist thought and practice
which obstructed the growth of the revolutiona-
ay movement. Though Stalin and Comintern
had repeatedly asserted from 1925 that ‘‘the
section of the Indian bourgeoisie which is big
and powerful had already deserted to the camp
of imperialism and had formed a bloc with
them,”” and Mao Tsetung correctly called this
section of  the bourgeoisic comprador, the
leadership of the undivided Communist Party
of India refused to accept this evaluation.
Further contrary to what they professed, they
were uuder the pernicious influence of Brow-
derism and Titeism which had surfaced during
Second World War and immediate post- War
years which advocated compromising with im-
perialism, As a result instead of utilising the
excellent sitnation both internationally and in
India in the immediate post-War years to
take initiative and give proletarian leadership to
the anti-imperialist anti-feudal struggles deve-
loping in the country, they became a tail of the
Congress leadership. Leaders like P, C. Joshi be-
came apologists to the conspiracy by the British
imperialists with Congress and Muslim League
leaderships to communally divide the country
and transfer power to these compradors.

The Second Congress of the Party in 1948
witnessed a revolt of the ranks against this
betrayal. But the Ranadive clique which came
to leadership urilising the revolt rejected the
“*Andhra Document” calling for New Democra~
tic Revolution based on the path followed by
CPC under Mao's leadership and adopted the
theory of accomplishing both democratic revo-
lution and socialist revolution at one stroke. It
diverted the Party from the tasks of national
liberation and agrarian revolution. Though this
clique was soon exposed, the treacherous policy
of deviating the Party from revolution was
restored with the adoption of the 1951 Progra-
mme. Though the opportunist leadership claimed
that it was adopted according to the advices
ofinternational leadership, it was only a slander.
This Programme was against the positions taken
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by Stalin and internationsl leadership with
regard to NDR in colonial/neocolonial countries.

- With the ascendance of Krushchovian revi-
sionism to power in Soviet Union with its ‘the-
ories of three peacefuls and state of the whole
people’ abandoning Marxism-Leninism, the
Dange clique abandoned revolutionary path
and adopted the political line that feudalism
does no longer exists in India and capitalism
has developed in agricultore. Nehru was desc-
ribed as representative of progressive bourge-
oisie. It argued that through ‘Soviet aid’
India can pursue a non-capitalist path of de-
velopment and achieve peaceful transition to
socialism. All anti-imperialist anti-feudal stru-
ggles were abandoned. The Party was enme-
shed in parliamentarism and economism.

Once again there was revolt in the Party. And
once again the neo-revisionists comprising Rana-
dive, Jyothi Basu, EMS and others could seize
the leadership of CPI (M) formed after splitting
from the Dangeists in 1964, They described
Indian bourgeoise as having dual character and
though talked about Peoples Democratic Rev-
olution, adopted the very same parliamentarist
economist line of Dangeists. They also descr-
ibed India as an independent country. In effect
they toed Krushchovian line and attacked Mao
Tsetung Thought, the lessons of great Caltural
Revolution in China, and the Great Debate led
by C P C against Krushchovian revisionism.
Coming to power in W. Bengal and Kerala in
collaboration with reactionary sections on an
anti Congress platform they served well the
interests of imperialism, comprador bureaucr-
atic bourgeoisie and feudalism. And, in 1969
when Congress splitand the whole raling class
politics was in great crisis on the one hand, and
when the revolutionary struggles launched by
CPI(M L) was challenging the - reactionary
Indian state on the other hand, the CP I-CP I
(M) revisionists supported the minority Indira
Gandhi government and openly served counter
revolution, They supported the Indira govern-
ments despatch of its reactionary army to East
Pakistan and hailed the formation of Bangladesh
under Mujibur Rahman a 'liberation’. They
supported the ruthless suppression of Commun-
ist Revolutionaries including the murder of
Charu Majumdar in custody. They hailed So-
viet Union as a great socialist country and leader
of World revolution, even when it was collud-
ing with U S imperialism against world people,
and exporting revolution as in the case of Af-
ganistan.

During the years when Indira Gandhi dec-

lared internal emergency, while CP I  jonied
the Congress in suppressing the people, CPI
(M) took a passive stand refusing to mobilise
people against this fascist onslaught. Trom the
post emergency days both CP I and CP I (M)
and their Left Front played the game of supp-
orting or joining hands with either Congress or
non-Congress ruling class parties or their fronts
at centre true to the ruling class politics they
had already degenerated to.

From 1980 to 1989 during both Indira and
Rajiv governments’ time when the country was
being increasingly enslaved to neocolonial plu-
nder under dictates of IMF-WB GATT and
the MNGCs, when the foreign debt was continu-
ously mounting, when the state machinery was
getting more and more fascicised to put down
the various struggles developing all over the
country, when due to price rise and unemplo -
yment people were getting increasingly paup-
erised, when Indira-Rajiv governments were
antagonising the people of neighbouring coun-
tries by their policies of bullying and interfer-
ence including the infamous role of Indian
army in SriLanka...............during all these years
the Left Front truely served as heér/his majest-
y’s opposition.

During 1989-91 period alongwith B J P,
L F was propping up V P Singh  government
which was most Joyally pursuing all the impo-
rtant foreign and domestic policies of  earlier
governments from Nehru to Rajiv. L F proved
through this role and through their state
governments in W Bengal, Kerala and Tripura
that it is reduced to the status of a ruling class
front irrevocably.

What happened after the 1991 general el-
ections, when Narasimha Rao led a minority
Congress goyernment at centre erased even the
jota of doubts left behind among the most si-
mpletons about the leftist pretensions of CPI
(M)and CP I Without their covert and very
often overt help Rao government could not
carry on with the most notorious, anti-national
policies surrendering the country totally to
imperialist dictated globalisation and market
system in all respects. The automation-liber-
alisation- privatisation / disinvestment policies
which the LF claim to oppose were imposed
with their help. Even the signing of the most
infamous GATT Treaty could take place only
because of their help. The latest debate and
voting on disinvestment of 49 percent of shares
of nationalised banks in Rajya Sabha where
Rao is still in minority and in Lok Sabha cle-
arly reveals the shameful role played by CPI

Page 4 Red Star 1994 June

LIQUILIGBID



www.padippakam.com

(M) and its LF allies alongwith B'J/P to- help
Rao to' carry on with his anti-nationall policies.

To sum'up, firstly on international’ quest-
ions CPI (M) still follows the counter revolu-
tionary line of Krushchovian revisionism. St~
arting with becoming apologists of nzocolonialism
today it has become -active collaborator in
implementing neocolonial policies' of imperial-
ism. It has totally and absolutely abandoned
all the teachings of Marxism-Leninismand has
always stood against Mao Tsetung Thought.
It still propagate the revisionist regimes of
China, Cuba, North Korea and Vietnam as
socialist and help the imperialists in their anti-
communist offensive. Projecting the reformist
movements as revolutionary it works hard to
mislead the people from revolutionary path.
Thus instead of proletarian internationalism it
advocates the shameless theory of surrender-
ing to imperialism. That is, it has become an
enemy of world revolution and compradors
of the imperialist system.
Internally refusing to accept the comprador
character of Indian ruling classes:and the sham
nature of the so-called Indian independance,
starting with becoming apologists of the ruling
classes, it alongwith its LF allies have become
junior partners with other ruling class parties
in running the governments within the ruling
system. Not only about liberating the country
from imperialist clutches and remnants of feu-
dalism, but also in its approach to democracy,
secularism, soverignty. socialism etc it shares
ruling class ideas. It is absolutely reduced to
the role of aruling class party like the ex-
communist parties in Europe though it retains
its name, flag and other forms to cheat the
people. The fact that many of its followers
are potential revolutionaries or- allies of the
democratic movement should not confuse us
in correctly evaluating CPI (M) as a raling
class party. In  effect alongwith CP¥ (M),
CPI, Forward Bloc, RSP like LF' partners,
SUCI etc are also reduced “to this condition.
If it is not reversing its political line basically,
very soon CPI (ML) Liberation ' also should
be considered as part of these - degenerated
organisations. =

3

This basic understanding about revisioni-
sm, and where revisionism leads to was force-
fully put forward by the Communist Revolu-
tionaries from early 1965 itself under the
guidance of Marxism-Leninism-Mao Tsetung
Thought. The Great Debate, the GPCR and

the theeretical offensive by Charu Majumdac
and other comrades before and after Nazalbari
were intended to teach Marxist-Leninists to
hate revisionism. The setback to the ICM
from the position it had reached by mid-: fifties
“‘when east wind of socialism looked like prevai-
ling over the westwind of capitalism’’ to the
present day realities should make the Marxist-
Leninists a hundred times determined to un-
compromisingly repudiate and hate all manifes-
tations of revisionism. There can be no
compromise with imperialist system, its globa-
lisation and market theory, and its ‘‘most
heinous and pernicious new phase, neo coloni-
alism.”” Communists should unequivocally
condemn and reject reformism, opportunism,
unprincipled compromises, economism and
parliamentarism. Only by putting the revolu-
tionary ideology and politics of Marxzism-Leni-
nism-Mao Tsetung Thought in absolute leader-
ship the present setbacks can be overcome. The
ICM and its contingents can be built upina
revolutionary way, only in this way.

In present Indian political scene, especi-
ally when Communist Revoiutionaries are trying
to face up to the challenges confronting them,
this basic understanding about revisionism is
of cardinal importance. The ruling classes
and their political represematives  are well
aware that the policies pursued by them from
Nehru to Rao under the facade of an inde-
pendant India have come home to roost, that
India is exposed as a neo colony iu all respects.
They are well aware that with much more
intensity that at any other time, the question
Reform or Revolution is benig dcbated among
the people. To preveat revolution they have
to spread the politics of reformism. As they
very well know that ideas can become a material
force, they are working hard to bring as
many as possible under the sway of reformi-
sm before they are attracted to revolution.

CPI (M) through its role in governing states
especially W. Bengal continously for the last
17 years has proved that it canserve imperi-
alism, the comprador bureaucratic bourgeoisie
and feudslism, and the reactionary Indian
state better than any other ruling class parties.
When the Congress was out of power and
V. P. Singh government had started crumbling
the question of elevating Jyothi Basu-to Delhi
rule was seriously considered among the ru-
ling classes and their media. Who 'also but
CPI (M) or CPI(M) like forces can play the
double role of hunting with the huanter and
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running with the deer more efficiently ?
4

The class character of CPI (M) and forces
like it was explained in detail above as some rev-
olutionary forces are now forgetting it or refusing
to take it in to conisideration in the name of a
broad front. As Rao government has totally
surrendered the country to imperialists and
signed the infamous GATT Treaty also taking
neocolonial plunder ofthe country to a new zenith,
the consequences of these traiterous acts are
compelling more and more sections of people to
react against it. Even spontaneous people’s resis-
tance is coming up. The all India strikes and
bandhs called by CPI (M) like forces attracted
much more people’s support than expected by
any. It is not difficult to forsee that a mighty
people's upsurge is in the makiog,

Not only the Congress government, but also
BJP to CPI (M) like opposition parties are afraid
of such an upsurge. Prospects of revolutionary
upheavels frightens them. So while colluding with
Rao government for enslaving the country to
imperialisit dictated globalisation and market
system, BJP is coming forward with Swadeshi
Jagaran, Socialists with Swsadeshi Abhiyan,
VP Singh - Laloo - Mulayam - Kanshirams with
slogans of social justice, and CPI(M) like forces
with the danger of recolonisation as reformist
ruling ciass alternatives within the ruling system.
It is a clever game to divert the masses coming
up against the present grave crisis to reformist,
parliamentary paths.

In this parliamentarist game played by the
different opposition parties, CPI (M) using its
name, flag and psuedo revolutiopary make-up
could muster significant sections in its platform
of mass organisations (PMO). Even some
revolutionary organisations were attracted by it
forgetting that CPI (M)'s PMO is intended to
serve counter-reyolutionary goals. So this
heinous game played by it has to be exposed with
out et up. '

We do not mean to say that the slogans and
fronts put up by BJP, the centrist forces, the
casteist organisations, the voluntary organis-
ations, and the CPI (M) like forces are of abso-
lutely similar nature, While all of them serve
the ruling system ofcourse there are differences
in their mass following, in the class character of
the masses led by them. Bur none of them can
give leadership to the patriotic democratic forces
to throw out the neocolonial plunderers. As such
joining the PMO led by CPI (M) in effect means
abandoning all revolutionary initiative. The masses

following these opposition parties/fronts have to
be brought to revolutionary front, no doubt. But
it cannot be achieved by joining the PMO or
National Alternative of voluntary agencies, or by
dreaming about a broad front with all of them.
Such steps without establishing revolutionary
leadership at all India level, both ideologically
and organisaticnally, in the anti-imperialist anti-
feudal struggles will only lead to grave errers
as repeatediy proved in the past.

As the reactionary mnature of the ruling
system is getting more and more exposed before
the people, they are looking forward to the lead-
ership by the revolutionary forces. The exper-
ience of April 15 all Iudia agitation has proved
the potentiatialitics for developing this agitation
further if only the revolutionary organisations
reject CPI (M)-led and voluntary organisations
led fronts and unite atieast based on immediate
urgent issues like GATT/WTO. The history of
the anti-revisionist struggle by Communist Rev-
olutionaries demand the rejection of counter-
revolutionary groupings led by CPI (M) and
formation cf a platform of revolutionary organa-~
sations based on issues to start with. They should
realise its historical significance and take initia-
tive to achieve it.

K. N. Ramachandran

To Our Readers

Red Star is facing serious financial
difficulties, We request our readers to
co-operate with us by sending generous
contributions, sending Rs. 35/- as yearly
subscription, enrolling friends as subsc=
ribers, and by clearing subscription/ag-
ency dues. We have reached such a stage
that without your immediate and gener-
ous help Red Star caanot be brought out
regularly, and its contents and form ca-
nnot be developed further. Send your
contributions/subscriptions/dues to:-

Manager,

RED STAR
Thykkattussery
THRISSUR-680322
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The Real Nehru

Even today it is a fashiom among the
‘establishment left’ as well as so-called left'
1ntellectuals to present ]awaharal Nehitu as a
progressive, a socialist, an anti-imperialist and
what not. It was the leadership of the undivided
Communist movement from early fifties, later
leaders of CPI and CPI (M), and their brand of
intellectuals who played a big role in distorting
history and presenting Nehru as a people’s hero.
Now so much records of that period has come
out to prove that Nehru was an anti-communist
all through and his sympathies always were with
the US led imperialist camp. But his talks and
writings always conveyed a different image, the
image of aleftist. That is why while assigning
Chester Bowles as ambassador'to Indiain 1951,
then US president Truman had instructed him as
follows. *'The first thing you have got to do is to
find out if Nehru is a communist. He sat right on
that chair (during his visit to US/in 1949) and he
talked just likera commaunist’’. Bowles soon found
out the truth that in spite of hisrhetoric Nehru
was aclose friend of (\US . and, disliked Soviet

Union which was on socialist path then.

Dr. S. Gopal who edited Selected Works of
Jawaharlal Nehru and Howard B. Schaffer in
his recent book: ‘Chester Bowles: New ' Dealer in
the Cold War' have brought out ,enough: records
to disprove the falsehood still propagated by the
so-called leftieven today. On February 6, 1950
Nehru wrote in:a note on foreign policy: ¢ If
there’ isa world war thereis no possibility of
India lining ,up with Soviet Union whatever clse
she may do. It is obvious that our relations with
United States aswith the United Kingdomir
political and economic matters are far closer than
with other countries We haye practically.no such
relations with the Soviets, norislit likely  that
they will develop to any great extent for .obvious
reasons’’ ('‘Gopal. J. Nehru, Vol.2, Page-64)

Nehru said that ‘‘more and more'’ the
Soviet Union was followmg a ‘'pationalistic ex-
pansionist .policy’’ (Times of | India, April 27,
1950). Remember the time. . It was when, Us
imperialism had  launched a world wide anti-
Communist onslauhgt Nehru made this statement.
In continuation to this Nehru supported and
helped US in its, aggression against. Korea.
Extracts from Bowles talk with Nehru on 6
November 1951 will reveal his real approach to
international issues.

“He disturbed over disagreements and
irritations of past two yeers and said the hoped
that together we could make .progress in creating
different atmosphere. He particularly anxious
for me to understand his personal attitude and
that of GOI towards Soviet Union and China.
For sometime he hoped Soviet Union would
develop aloog different lines but in recent years
he had become convinced that USSR was
aggressor nation with old Russjon imperialist-
ic pattern with assistance of new. Soviet cont-
rolled force- world Communism ---He thoroughly
understood our conviction that Red Army must
be balanced in Europe bycomparable force:--

**Emphasised his total opposition to commie
(slang word for communism) idea which he said
was diametrically opposed to his own philosophic
beliefs and those of Indian people. He said he
would continue to meet Communism ‘head-on
here in India.... ... In his opinion China was much
more complicated problem than most westerners
believe and even though we disagreed with him
there should be no misunderstanding about what
he thought on the subject. He then made
following points: Present Chinese government is
dominated by commies who are trained in
Russia., . Some of these Commie leaders. would
certainly put cause of Communism under leader-
ship of USSR before interests of China itself,
but perhaps an equal number would not........

**Stated thav his ' China ' views were 'very
different from Panikkar’s. He said Panikkar
usually succumbed to whatever situation he was
n........ Had been sent to china not as leftist amb-
assodcr to new Communist regime but as man
Nehru believed would get along'with Chiang
Kaishek. When Commies took over Panikkar's
views 8s in past had changed abruptly, and today
tended to dangerously ‘idealise ‘Chinese scene.
For this reason Panikkar was being send to Paris
where he would have opportunity to talk with
others and pcrhapa absorb some of our own fean.
of Soviet expansionism, I’r:m_e Minister jokingly
said that after two months 1n, Paris Panikkar

might change in to ardent opponent of Commlc

viewpoint,

“Prime Minister emphasised that he did not
accept Panikkar's present views about Chinese
norwas he in anyway blind'to potential dangers
which might be developing in China. In his
China in next 10 or 15 years could go either
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—Michel Chossudovsky —

Debt And Structural Adjustment-The Real
Causes of Somali Famine

Drought, desertification and civil war were
the ‘official’ causes of the Somali famine.
‘Operation Restore Hope’ the ‘solution’. What
are the origins of this crisis?

Somaila was a pastoral economy based on
the ‘exchange’ between nomadic herdsmen and
small agriculturalists. Nomadic pastoralists
accounted for 50% of the population. In the
1970s, resettlement programmes led to the de-
velopmeet of a sizeable sector of commercial
pastoralism. Livestock contributed to 80% of
-egport earnings until 1983. Despite recurrent
droughts, Somalia remained virtually sclf-suff-
icient in food until the 1970s.

The IMF-World Bank intervention in the
early 1980s contributed to exacerbating the
crisis of Somali  agriculture. The economic
reforms undermined the fragile exchange rela-
tionship between the ‘momadic economy’ and
the ‘sedentary economy’, that is, between pas-
toralists and small farmers characterised by
money transactions as well as traditional barter.

A very tight austerity programme was im-
posed on the government largely to release the
funds required to service Somalia’s debt ser-
vicing obligations -to the Paris Club. In fact,
a large share of the external debt was held by
the Washington-based financial institutions.
According to an ILO mission report: ‘The fu-
nd alone among Somalia’s major recipients of
debt service payments, refuses to reschedule....
De facto it is helping to finance an adjustment
programme, one of whose major goals is to re-
pay the IMF itself...”

The structural adjustment programme rein-
forced Somalia's dependence on imported grain.
From the mid-1970s to the mid-1980s, food
aid increased 15-fold, at therate of 31% per
annum. Combined  with increased commercial
imports, this influx of cheap surplus  wheat
and rice sold in the domestic market led to the
displacement of domestic producers, as well as
a major shift in food conrsumption patterns to
the detriment of traditional crops (maize and
sorghum).

‘way. He earnestly believed, however, best hope
‘was an attempt - to divide Russia and China
or if this is not possible atleast modify Chinese
viewpoint through outside contacts, and thus
convince Chinese did not need depend entirely on
Russia.

‘‘He said, however, that there was atlesat
good chance that future development of China
would be guided in to different channels and
that he earnestly believed that best interests of
India, US and entire free world(he used the word
‘free’) lay in a policy keeping China door open.
In his opinion world had nothing to lose and much
to gain in any effort to split China and Russia, or
if that impossible atleast modify China’s will-
ingness to swallow Soviet line completely ---........
Nehru said he understood fully our fears of
Russian aggression which he had expressed to
me earlier in conversation and that he shared
our fears completetly”.

What Bowles had recorded are well subst-
antiated in S. Gopal‘s Nehru biography graphic-
ally- Nehru's policies on the economic and

political fronts dovetailed with the neo-colonial
policies initiated by US while presenting an
anti- imperialist, progressive, non-aligned face
before the people with the help of the local
‘Commies’ whom he despised so much, he served
the imperialist cause well befriending Krush-
chov immediately after he started deviating
Soviet Union from socialist path, working overti-
me to split Russia and China, and always attacking
Communist ideology. The non-aligoment was
intened to block any more country from going
socialist. All through his 17 years tenure as
India’s Prime Minister, Nehru served well the
imperialist cause maintaining and strengthening
the comprador state at home, and serving
imperialism at global evel.

Even after all these 'historical evidences it
is too much to expect from the leaders of CPI or
CPI (M) a self-criticism for the amount of diss-
ervice they have done to the Communist movem -
ent in India by eulogising Nehru and Indira and
behaving like trusted apologists of neo-col-
onialisam
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The devaluation of the Somali Shilling imp-
osed by the IMF in June 1981, was followed by
periodic devaluations, leading to hikes in the
prices of fuel, fertiliser and farm inputs. The
impact on agriculturalists was immediate pattic-
ularly in rain-fed agriculture but also in the
areas of irrigated farming. Urban purchasing
power declined dramatically, government ext-
ension programmes were curtailed, infrastruc-
ture collapsed, the deregulation of the grain
market and the influx of ‘food aid’ led to the
impoverishment of farming communities.

Also, during this period, much of the best
agricultural land was appropriated by burea-
ucrats, army officers and merchants with con-
nections to the government. Rather than prom-
oting food production for the domestic market,
the donors were encouraging the development
of so-called ‘high value added’ fruits, vegeta-
bles, oilseeds and cotton for export on the best
irrigated farmland.

As of the early 1980s; prices for imported
livestock drugs increased as a result of the
depreciation of the currency, The World Bank
encouraged the exaction of user fees for ve
terinarian services to the nomadic herdsmen
including the vaccination of animals. A private
market for veterinary drugs was promoted.

The privatisation of animal health was
combined with the absence of emergency animal
feed during periods of drought, the commercial-
isation of water and the neglect of water and
rangeland conservation. The results were pred-
ictable: the herds were decimated and so were
the pastoralisits who represent 50% of the
country's population. The ‘hidden objective’ of
this programme was to eliminate the nomadic
herdsmen involved in the traditional econony
exchange, According to the World Bank, ‘adjust-
ments in the size of the herds are in any event
beneficial because nomadic pastoralists in Sub-
Saharan Africa are narrowly viewed as a cause of
environmental degradation.

The collapse in veterinarian services also
served indirectly the interests of the rich count-
ries: in 1984, Somali cattle exports to Saudi
Arabia and the Gulf countries plummeted as
Saudi beef imports were redirected to supp-
liers from Australia and the European Commu-
nity. The ban on Somali livestock imposed
by Saudi Arabia was not, however, removed
once the rinderpest disease epidemic had been
elimipated.

The restructuring of government expendit-

ure under the supervision of the Bretton Woods
institutions also played a crucial role in destoy-
ing food agriculture.

Moreover, the donors increasingly provided
‘aid’ not in the form of imports of capital and
equipment but in the form of ‘food aid’. The
latter would in turn be sold by the government on
the local market and the proceeds of these sales
(the so-called ‘counterpart funds') would be
used to cover the domestic costs of development
projects. As of the early 1980s, ‘the sale of
food aid’ became the principal source of revenue
for the State thereby enabling donors to take
control of the entire budgetary process.

The economic reforms were marked by the
disintegration of health and educational progr-
ammes.

The IMF-World Bank programme has led
the Somali economy into 2 vicious circle: the
decimation of the berds pushed the nomadic
pastoralists into starvation whichin turn back-
lashed on grain producers who sold or bartered
their grain fot cattle. The entire social fabric
of the pastoralist economy was undone. The
collapse in foreign exchange earning from decl-
ining cattle exports and remittances (from
Somali workers in the Gulf countries) backlas-
hed on the balance of payments and the State's
public finances, leading to the breakdown of the
government's economic and social programmes.

Small farmers were displaced as a result of
the dumping of subsidised US grain on the
domestic market combined with the hike in the
price of farm imputs. The impoverishment of
the urban population also led to a contraction of
food consumption. In tuen, State support in the
irrigated areas was frozen and production in
the State farms declined. The latter were to be
closed down or privatised under World Bank
supervision.

In the face of impending disaster, no attempt
was made by the international donor community
to rehabilitate the country's economic and social
infrastructure, to restore levels of purchasing
power aud to rebuild the civil service: tie marc-
oeconomic adjustment measurcs proposed by the
creditors in the year prior to the collapse of the
government of General Siyad Batce in January
1991 called for a further tightening over public
spending, the restructuring of the Central Bank,
the liberalisation of credit (which virtually thwa-
rted the private sector) and the liquidation and
divestiture of most of the State enterprises.
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Budjet for 1994.95: Alo

by the New GA

(contd. from May issue)

However, the most conspicuous feature of
the 1994/95 Manmohan budget is the incorpo-
ration into it of the proposed GATT treaty’s
‘market access’ provisons that demand almost
the total demolition of India‘s ‘economic bordets
throngh unprecedented reductions in customs
duties and import tariffs thereby facilitating
MNCs to dump Indian market with their obso-
Jete capital items and luxurious consumption
goods. The reductions in cgustoms  duties by
20% and import tariffs on capital goods by 10%
in addition to the unprecedented cuts already
allowed in these areas through preyious ena-
ctments will spell doom for all kinds of domestic
industries .(In tune with the GATT dikuat, due
to. the biggest rcduction incustoms duty, the
1994/95 budget shows an absolute decline in
reyenue from this item amounting to Rs, 2527
erores. ‘That is, in 1993/94 budget, estimated
revenue from customs duiy was Rs, 27727 crores
which has been brought down to Rs. 25200
crores in. 1994/95 budget estimate), Post budget
geports indicate that! this abject, surgender 1o
MNGs and the consequent large scale import, of
consumer goods-TVs, VCRs, VCPs, Washing ma-
chines, audio systems; home appliances  etc-by
them into India has sounded death knell of
domestic consumer eletronics industry having
a turnover of Rs. 4000 crores in India.  Thou-
sands of workers employed directly and indi-
rectly, mostly within anciliary and small-scale
sector associated with this industry, are being
thrown to the streets. This alarming trend is
rapidly spreading to other industries and areas.
This is taking place at a time when these indu-

Somalia’s experience shows how a country
‘can be devastated by macro-economic policy,the-
re are many Somalias in the developing world and
the economic reform package impleménted in
Somalia is similar to that applied in more than
80 developing countries. But there is another
significant dimension: Somalia is a nomadic
pastoralist economy, and throughout Africa
the nomadic livestock economy is being under-
mined by the IMF-World Bank programme in
much the same way as in Somalia.

,,ﬁrm Track Chartered
ATT Treaty

stﬁi@ﬁ,_‘q’gca!r:ﬁgg.-§'g£fer,ij§g‘ from huge idle
capacitigs, For instance, in the colour televi-
sion ,segment alone, while sales are around a
milliongets, the installed capacity is close to
15 million sets. Similor tendencies are Visible
in ofher findustrics. Along with the surrender
of fndidn durable consnmer goods markets to
MNGCs, fin #ccordance with the new GATT
conditionalities, the gambling activities of foreign
speculative capital (eg. their operations in stock
exchanges) 4re given utmost encouragement by
lowering ‘the cdpital gains tax and making it
much 'below than the tax on productive dctivities.
In the case of corporate taxzes, while thecon-
cessions to Indian companies are 5.75% for MNCs
the same s 10%.. No doubt, all these are in
tune ,with the commitments given to the GATT
headquarters at Geneva and United States Trade
Representative at. Washington, Meanwhile, as.
demanded by the.new GATT treaty, decisions
and legal .enactments regarding, the re-structu-
ring of key areas such as banking, insureuce,
Jabotir market, infrastructores like ‘transport
and telecommunication etc. are proposed to'be
taken after the budget session of the parliament.
Ofcourse, the parligment has no right to veto
or sanction the GATT conditionalities imposed
by US-led imperialists.

The budget for 1994/95' ‘as well 'as
various post-budget reviews and discussionsled
by .governmental experts ‘and bureaucrats take
a lot of credit for the foreign exchange reserves
reaching above $13 billion. It is common know-
ledge that this much foreign exchange reserves
‘are stockpiled through huge borrowings from
Fund-Bank combine and other  bilateral and
multilateral imperialist agencies by, mortgaging
the country dnd its;people.  Part of this. money
which belongs to foreign speculators including
such teaitorous sections as NR1Is is now with the
government of Andia only because the Fund-Bank
combine is.acting as a guarantor for such loans,
To ibe precise, this. highly  ‘Volatile' foreign
speculative.capital may disappear at any time the
moment IME and world Bank with,draws their
guarantee to these Joans. In facr, the imperial-
ist. machinations that led to the advent of Rao
government are a clear testimony to this.
During that period, various international thugs
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Observer

Politics of Nuclear-Non-ProIiferation

That Narasimha Rao’s visit to US to pay
obeisence to the neo-colonial masters in Wa.
shington following the signing of GATT Treaty
at Marrakesh could be turned into an occasion
for a debate on Nuclear Non-proliferation shows
the capability of the government and its colla-
boration with media to divert people’s attention
from the most vital issues cenfronting  them.
It is not suggested that nuclear non-proliferation
and connected issues are mot important. What
is pointed out is that it was focussed so much
to cover-up the real issues involved in the
visit and Rao government's further ‘surrender
of the “yital sectors to imperialist interests,
And evén on ‘the much: debated nuclear and
rocketry issuc itself, following the secret nego-
tiations  with US ' officials at London, there
were  vascillations - leading to accomodating
many ' US positions as' demonstrated by the post=
ponement of ‘testing ‘of “Prithvi’ missile and
Indian' government's preparedness to attend the
non-proliferation conferences as observers: In
this context a brief review of the nuclear policy
of the imperialist'as well as neo-colonial gover-
nments will be useful to expose the hollowness
of the non-proliferation concern shown by
them. -

led by Fund-Bank' combine succeded 'in fully
depleting India’s foreign exchange reserves there
by creating an unprecedented balance-of: pay-
ments crisis in ‘the country's international
transactions. The immediate cause for the Fund~
Bank-led structural adjustment programme: has
been this acute balance-of-payments crisis impo-
sed on India by imperialists themselves. The
‘huge foreign reserve' which is'not the result of
any rise in exports and upon which the Rao
government wields no sovereign power is only an
indication of the grim reality that India is still
confronting the very same balance of payments
problems faced by it three years back. On
the other hand, three years'' Fund- Bank
shock- therapy has totally devastated the country
and its people. The nex( stage for this biggest-
ever fraud on the Indian people is set by the new
GATT treaty and the resulting synchronised on
slaught of Fund-Bavk-WTO on us. The Rao
government s fourth budget is only a prelude to
this, ©

In 1945, at a time when Japan was ready
to surrender to the allied powers US imperi-
alism dropped nuclear bombs in Hiroshima
and Nsgasaki only to show irs supremacy in the
new field, to blackmail the world people, It
was to stop this blackmail socialist Soviet Union
under Stalin's leadership developed nuclear
devices for defensive burposes with the decla-
ration thar it will not use it as sn offensive
weapon. But with the degeneration of SU to
capitalist path, the two superpowers US and SU
in their contention and collusion game for world
hegemony, utilised their nuclear superiority to
blackmail world people; The disarmament and
test-ban talks conducted by these superpowers
were only to cover-up their accelerating arma-
ment race and to hoodwink peopie. But irrespe-
ctive of their wishes more and more countries.
started acquiring nuclear arsenals and delivery
systems. It prompted the superpowers to seek
measures for preventing nuclear proliferation.
Ae a result they could arrive .at a.  Nuclear
Non-Proliteration Treaty (NPT) in 1968 dividing
the countries nuclesr haves and nuclear have
nols reiterating their hegemony oyer nuclear
field. Conditions were imposed over the Aave
nots to prevent them from developing nuclear
devices. NPT came into force in 1970 which
has_ 162 signatories at present,

But countries like India, Israel; Argentina
Brazil and Pakistan which had taken up nuclear
programmes of their own refused to sign NPT.
And North Korea and Iraq though signatories
are suspected of violating the rules by the
members of the nuclear-club.

Right from the beginning the progressive
forces have criticised NPT. It refuse to answer
the question of freeing the world from nuclear
mepace. On the contrary it aimed only at
maintaining the hegemony of nuclear haves
especielly the superpowers. '

With the disintegration of Soviet Union
once: again US imperialism as the leader of the
New World Order started talking aboutstep by
step reduction and finally elimination of nuclear
arms. We were told that an agreement is arrived
at in this direction by US and Russia. But it
1S no more talked sbout now. Including US,
Russia and other nuclesr haves none are ready
10 part with their nuclear possessions. Atleast
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US and some others are engaged in covert and
overt means to develop them further. The
much publicised end of Cold War and emerge-
nce of so-called unipolar world have not reduced
armament build up. On the contrary increased
armament sales by US and other imperialist
powers are playing a direct role in the civil

wars and border wars involving 43 countries

at present resulting in many thousands of killings
everyday.

It is inthis background the questions of
puclear disarmament, non-proliferation etc.
shoyld be examined. It is proved time and
again that US and other imperialist powers
possessing nuclear devices and its delivery system
are not interested either in a Comprehensive
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) or a plan for rtotal
nuclear disarmament. The talks about imperi-
alists turning in to Budhas are nothing but mere
illusions. _They are actually engaged in prese-
rving their hegemony by advocating further
proliferation. NPT is also utilised to impose
:_mpcnahst dictates over neo-colonial countries
in trade related matters irrespective of the
multilateralism claimed by GATT Treaty. In
such a situation for any country to sign on the
dotted lines of NPT is nothing but surrendering
to yet another imperialist dictate. The progre-
ssive forces should comsistently stand for total
and unconditional nuclear disarmament. The
US and other imperialist powers should be
unequivocally condemned for their continued
nuclear blackmail of world people.

. But _Narasimha Rao government's Opposi-
tion to signing NPT has nothing in common
with this stand of the progressive forces all
over the world. It is no secret that for quite
some time India is in possession of nuclear devi-
ces however few their numbers may be. At
con_asderable expense attempts to develop a
delivery system, necessary sophisticated missile,
are also continuing. It is clear as daylight
that this nuclear-missile programme neither
can challenge US nor is aimed at it. It is not
even aimed at China as its nuclear capabilities
are far ahead of India's. It is limited to our
sub . continental necessities, thatis solely aimed
at Pakistan as Pakistan’s nuclear aspirations
are solely aimed at India.

It is no secret that both India and Pakistan
developed their nuclear capabilities not without
the knowledge of US imperialism. From British
imperialism's conscioos inciting of communal

hatred and division of the subcontinent to India
and Pakistan, to U S imperialism’s continuous
offorts to widen differences between thesc
two countries to increase its armament sales and
to project its role as world policeman and re-
feree atthe same time, imperialism’'s neo-
colonial objectives are not difficult to unders-
tand. Itis the same game played all over the
world with minor variations. So U 8 anxiety
over India and Pakistan becoming nuclear is
not from the perspective of world peace or for
helping these countries to resolve their diffe-
rences. It isto prevent them from getting out
of its hegemony aud to continue its plunder
over them. And if they do not fall in line, vi-
olation of NPT will be used to discipline them,
Neither Narasimha Rao nor the opposition
ranging from BJ Pt C P 1 (M) who wanted
Rao to take a firm stand during his U S trip
with regard to N P T are raisiog their criticism
of U S from this stand, On the contrary tho-
ugh these opposition parties are critical of Rae
for his ‘new’ economic, industrial trade polic-
jes, in effect their opposition is nothing but
a superficial exercise with an eycon election.
Evenwhile showing one-upmanship in their
anti-U S utterances, all of them are sbaring the
state power and serving the interests of im-
perialists and their native lackeys.

Similarly all these ruling class parties ra-
nging from Congress to B | P and CP I (M) are
for India going nuclear like their counterparts
in Pakistan, While Congress like Benazit's
PPP is vigorously pursuing the policy of acqu-
iring as many nuclear devices as possible, here
B J P and in Pakistan Muslim League are im-
patienty demanding speeding up of nuclear
programme. For all of them opposition to
N P T is for going nuclear so asto threaten
each other with it. Huge amounts are carma-
rked for this purpose resulting in further
pauperisation of the masses. Both the countries
remain in perpetual enmity concentrating large
forces on the border and increasing ‘defence ex-
penditure continuously.

Progressive forces should condemn this
militarisation and puclear programmes. Ref-
usal to toe the dictatesof U S imperialism,
does not mean taking up a nuclear programme
as the reactionary governments in India and
Pakistan are doing. Pakistan goes ruclear should
not be a pretext to support such a programme
in India as C P I (M) like forces are doing.

(contd P. 13)
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Naxalbari Day Observed

27th anniversary of great Naxalbari struggle
was observed on May 25 all over the country by
Communist revolutionaries. The significance
-of Nagalbari Day this year was that it was
observed at a time when the Marxist-Leninist
have come to the centre-stage of countrywide
agitations. The success of the A/l India Black
Day and Kerala Bandh calls by CPI (ML) Red
Flag on April 15 proved the possibilities of
developing all India agitations by the revolt-
ionary forces effectively challenging the
comprador rulers and their imperialist masters
provided they are. ready to forge atleast issue
based unity.

The events after Naxalbari days have clearly
proved the correctness of the evaluation made
by Communnist revolutionaries about the
principal contradiction at international level,
about the degeneration of Soviet Union, and
other former socialist countries about the
class character of the ruling classes and state in
India, about the stage and enemies and friends
of revolution etc. In all respects India is
exposed as a neo-colony. The signing of GATT
Treaty by Rao government and the stranglchold
of IMF- World Bank-GATT/WTQO and MNCs
have taken the nco-colonial plunder to a new
zenith.

Even then all the rightist, centrist, and
leftist variations of the parliamentary opposition
parties who are sharing state power with Cong-
ress (I) in many stares, inspite of their hollow
phrase-mongering about Swadeshi, danger of
cconomic colonialism, recolonisation etc. are
continuing their conspirational steps to help the
continuation of Rao government in power.

The parlamentarist left is excelling itself in
this double game. The degeneration of CPI (M),
its leader, as an out and out ruling class party

faithfully serving imperialism and its lackeys is
complete. As pointed out by Charu Majumdar,
without fighting against CPI (M) and other
revisionist treods as the main danger in the
ideological field, and as equally dangerous like
any other ruling class party in the political field,
the Communist revolutionaries cannot carry for-
ward the task of uniting the worker-peasant
masses and other forces of revolution for New
Democratic Revolution. This is one of the
important teachings of Naxalbari proved repea-
tedly correct by recent developments.

Inspite of it the Dengist Three World Theory
as a continuation of Krushchovian revisionism
influeucing many a revolutionary group in India
still is pushing them to toe the ideological and
political rubbish put forward by CPI (M). As
a result pursuing the ‘lesser-cvil' theory some
revoiutionary groups have joined the Platform of
Mass Organisations (PMO) dominated by CPI
(M). It is a reversalof the lessons of Naxalbari.
This Naxalbari Day pointed out the significance
of fighting against this deviation. It also pointed
out the importance of struggling against tendenc-
ies dragging some revolutionary groups to imper-
ialist-promoted ideologies of voluntary organisa-
tions, and against the tendency of projecting
opportunist ruling class leaders like George
Fernandes and imperialist lackeys like Agnivesh
prevalent among them.

Today the people demand the leadership of
the revolutionary forces in the struggle to liber-
ate the country from neo-colonial slavery imposed
through IMF-WB-GATT/WTO and MNGCs.
The Naxalbari Day this year reminded the rev-
olutionary forces the need to fight against both
right and left deviations, and to dare to take up
leadership in the struggle for New Democracy.

In short, it is the task of the progressive
forces to demand total, unconditional and im-
mediate nuclear disarmament all over the
world. As part of the anti-imperialist movement
an anti-nuclear movement should be developed.
The nuclear blackmail by nuclear haves, esp-
ecially U S like imperialist powers with nuclear
devices should be severely condemned and
resisted. As a part of this progressive forces
should campaign against U S intentions behind
NP T. Alongwith this we should uncompro-

misingly oppose the nuclear programme of
Indian government which is only pauperising
the people further and intensifying the enmity
with our neighbouring countries. The conspi-
racy by Rao goverpment and the parlimentary
opposition to divert attention of the people
from the total euslavement of the country to
neo-colonial plunder by utilising the N P T
debate should bethoroughly exposed. Like in
all other issues, in the question of NP T also
they are only serving imperialist interests. @
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‘Alternatives to GATT:
CPI (M)’'s Degeneration Further Exposed

The CP I (M) Publication ‘Chintha’ We-
ekly (Malayalam) dated April 8, 1994 Kas come
out with a revealing alternative to Rao' govern-
ment’s signing the new GATT tréaty.” Toget-

her with the usual anti-imperialist - rhetorics,

in that article,the C P I (M) intellectaals have
put forward the so called economic-advancem-
ent of the East Asian Countries as :an'effective

alternative to the Fuud-Bank-GATT : policies -

. currently in.vogue in India. Quite : ibtercsting

is the attempr at making 2 clear ‘demarcation .

between the " Fund-Bank policies 'on' the one
hand and the much trumpeted export-otiented

industriglisation (E'O I) strategy pursued  .by .

these countries (especially, South. Kowed; Ho-

ngkong, Taiwan, Thailand, Singapore etc.) ‘oo’

the other after characterising ‘the latter as an
anti-imiperialist” serategy.. “Accordingly, .as ¢l-
aimed b}: the ‘above mentioned arricle, .the
huge foreign capital inflow' résulting on " higher
export-oricnied growth rate has helpd. these
countries to reduce their dependenee jn. impe-
rialism. As such, it is arguéd that a policy, mix
facilitating &n  export-oriented  development
path based on liberal inflow of foreign capital
is an'ideal alternative to.Rao government’s ‘su-
rrender’ at Marrakesh. : g

Now, a brief note on this" much eulogised
EOI would be'in order to expose the ideological
and political” 'bankruptcy inherent in this'novel
alternative ‘by C P'I (M). In fact, the C P T (M)
is trying to convey an impression that, the
E O I is ao indigenous effort by rulers in these
countries. Even the World Bank and other im-
perialist agencies are also presenting ibings in
such a manner. However, this is far from truth,
In reality the E-O I in manythird world coun-
tries'inclnding the riseof the so called ::‘four
litile dragons’ “ of Asia (South Korea, HogKong,
Taiwan, Singapore) were part of the = overall
attempi by iuternational capital (MNGCs) to re-
organise global production and market with a
view to alleviate the unprecedented crisis fa-
ced by it since the 60s. " Taking advantage of
the developments in technoiogy  whicih  made
it possible to  decompose 'complex  production
process into several stages or elementary units
so that even unskilled labourers could be eas-

ily trained to perform otherwise complex ope-
rations, MNCs had begun to re-locate industrial
production to several third world countries
since the sixties. As a result, steps were init-
iated by international capital to tap the abu-
ndant supply of cheap labour in third world
countries by bringing this = labourforce in va-
rious assembling and processing industries. The
rise and growth of various export processing
zones (iacluding the contract processing zones
in'East European Countries and Special Econ-
omic Zones in China) and  export-oriented
industries all over the -third world countries,
sponsored by both the World Bank and UNIDO
(United Nations Industrial Development Orga-
nisation) were manifestations of this E O1.
Tobe ' precise, contrary to the CP I (M) th-
ests, E O'I was directly emanating out of the
Ingic of imperialism, ie,'in accordance ' with
the laws of motion of globa! capital.

' 'The claim ' that ‘this' EOI has been ' a gain
to " these countries is ‘also purely academic. It is
stated that between 1971 and 1990 the average
aniual economic growth rate of Asia's ‘Super-
exporiers’ (ie, the four little dragons) was 6.8
percent compared with world average of 3.4
percent duting the same period. The factof
the matter is thatthese statistics being mea-
sured’ and doled out by imperialists and their
running dogs ‘are not at alll experienced by the
vast majority of the common people in- these
countries. For, a majer part of the calculated
GNP of these countries included the vast in-
come in the form of profits, royalties, dividen-
ds, technical  feesy interest eic. accruing to
foreign finance capital which are repatriated
abroad, The CPI (M) which has fully accepted
the bourgeois national income accounting method
cannot, comprehend the reality that while the
comprador sections have a share in this neo-
colonial plunder, vast majority of people in
these so called ‘Asian tigers’ has not only o
share in this ‘neocolonial development’ but being
pushed more and more into the periphety of
the economy is condemned to alife. of desti-
tution and prostitution, ie, in a state of all
round socio-economic decgeaeration. During
the 70s these countries were mere ‘satellites’ of
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US finance capital, in the 80s the trend is
more towards dependence on Japanese MNCs.
For instance, in the East Asian countries
during the last 10 years in the area of electro-
nics alone investment by US MNCs rose by
140 percent, the same by Japanese MNGCs
increased by almost 200 percent. Even today
half alakh US troops are stationed in South
Korea alone to safe guard American capital’s
interest there.

Of course, in India, the CPI (M) has
,been upholding this very same strategy of
'EOI. Led by the World Bank, UNIDO and
‘other imperialist agencies, when the EOI
depended on foreign capital and imported tech-
nology gathered momentum in India in the 80s,
at least in those Indian states ruled by the
CPI (M), it was whole heartedly carrying out
this strategy there. At that time, the two
Marxist chief ministers of West Bengal and
Kerala could be seen visiting imperialist head
quarters with much fanfare soliciting MNCs
and NRIs to come over to their respective
states to emact the EOI straiegy. It was in
this context that the famous appeal made by
EMS, the internationally acclaimed revisionist
theoretician to industrialists and businessmen
to treat organised labour in Kerala (and, ofcou-
rse, in West Bengal) as an asset rather than a
liability caught newspaper headlines, No doubt,
through their words and deeds the revisionists
were performing the role of an accomplice in
imperialism’s global expansion plan based on
third World’s inexhaustible cheap labour.

CPI{M)’s appeal to Rao-Manmohan clique
to emulate the East Asian model is to be viewed
in another context also. At present, the world
imperialist crisis assuming an unprecedented
dimension, the MNCs have begun to re-orga-
nise global production as manifested through
the formation of various protectionist blocs (eg.
NAFTA) under imperialist supervision as well
as through the new GATT conditionalities.
Various imperialist courtries are experiencing
staggering levels of unemployment leading to
declining real wages and reduction in the share
of wage bill in total npational income. This
situation calls for a re-location of employment
generating real capital investment to their own
highly protected economic areas from the
‘export sectors’ of meo colonies. Onb the other
hand, capital export to the neocolonies is in-
creasingly assuming the form of highly ¢volatile’
portfolio investments which can easily be
repatriated abroad. The recent accelerated

inflow of finance capital into stock markets
and financial services in mneocolonies is a
manifestation of this. To be precise, while
the imperialists are being engaged in reorgani-
sation of global production, simply by uphol-
ding an ‘old model’ the CPI (M) is just tailing
behind them.

The upshot of the argument is to bring out
the grotesqueness of the CP I (M) which
lacks a correct political orientation resorting to
taking rather very strange positions. Ever since
the intensification of neocolonial plunder in
India with the advent of Rao government, the
CP I (M) which isalready on the beaten tr-
ack of neocolonial pattern of ‘development’
has put forward several piecemeal and ec-
onomistic alternarives ranging from the Alie-
rnative Policy Document of the West Bengal
government in 1991 to the so called Citizen's
Budget (prepared and presented jointly by the
imperialist- funded voluntary agencies and
CPI(M)) released on the occassion of Ma-
nmohan’s fourth Fund-Bank-GATT Budget.
In the socalled Citizen's Assembly organised
on the occassion of presenting this ‘Citizen's
Budget’, almost all politbureau members in-
cluding the general secretary of CP I (M)
had no hesitation in sharing common platforms
with the leading imperialist funded voluntary
actionists and theoreticians of ‘non-party poli-
tical formations' like Rajni Kothari whom the
CPI(M) itself characterised imperialist ag-
gents just a decade back. Ofcourse, in the
garb of ‘'grass root actions'> and ‘‘people
oriented approaches'’, while the neocolonial
plander is aggravating, an intensified effort
to mislead people’s opposition to .them to re-
formist channels and to lead the massesto the
path of compromise and surrender, the leading
voluntary actionists in India have joined to-
gether to devise what they call ‘an alternative
paradigm of development’. Now the C P I (M),
which has already shed itsleftist mask by im-
plementing all the neocolonial policies of im-
perialism, has. also merged fully with these
apolitical ‘alternatives' devised by agents of
imperialism in India,

By differentiating the politics of imperi-
alism from its economics, the CPI (M) is
spreading the illusioc of an alternative which
does not depend on the Fund-Bank-GATT trio
with in the existing frame work. With this
perspective, top CPI (M) theorticians have
propagated the idea of condition-free Fund-
Bank loans (incidently, it was V. P. Singh who
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South Africa:
A Black President in Old Power Structure

Nelson Mandela took over as the President
of South Africa on May 10 following the election
during April last week with blacks getting the
right to Vote after 350 years of aparthe/d rule.
All over the world the imperialist media hailed
it as shining moment. Not only the rulers in the
neo-colonies like India, but also the revisionists
of all colours also hailed this event. This transfer
of power from a whiie president to a black pre-
sident with ex-white president serving as one of
the new two vice-presidents with the state stru-
cture which enforced apartheid so ruthlessly for
so long continuing without any change is depicted
by imperialists as well as their apologists as a
new dawn to hoodwink the people. What has
really happened is that a minority black section
have joined the white rulers and the system
shall basically remain the same.

In the decades immediateiy following Seco-
nd World War imperialists adopting neo-colonial
tactics had decolonised the colonial/semicoloni-
al countries in to neo-colonies ruled by compra -
dor classes. What happened to these countries

including India with this type of /ndependance
and dawn of democracy, and especially to the
toiling masses there is now clear as daylight.
Decolonisation has only led to a more heinous
and pernicious new form of imperialist domina-
tion in all fields.

South Africa cannot be different in any
way. The industries, the mines, the real estates,
and most important almost all fertile Jand shall
continue to remain with the whites. Mandela has
guarantced their safety. Under globalisation and
market system accepted by all, South African
economy will be integrated with and brought
under total control of IMF-WB-GATT/WTO
and MNCs, thatis new forms of imperialist
domination. The masses of blacks shall continue
to be depraved, pauperised and subject to state
terror.

So whatever Mandela and the imperialists
and their lackeys may propagate today, the dawn
of Azania, New Democracy is far away. What
has happened is a change of presidents only, not
the system.

first mooted the idea of ‘‘conditionality-free
IMF loans’’) together with the proposal for
a democratisation of neocolonial institutions like
Fund- Bank and the proposed WTO. Opposition
to.Fund-Bank-GATT policies in India  and res-
pect for decaying international capital is the
hallmark of alk CPI (M) positions in recent
years. That is why it upholds globalisation
accomplished in the Chinese or Vietnamese way
which it calls ‘socialist market economy’. That
is,, CPI (M)'s criticism is not against globali-
sation. but deing it inthe ‘Indian way’ which
it characterises as ‘recolonisation’.

It'is a pity that nowadays a few break-
away groups from the M.L movement are also
parroting this new theme recolonisation which is
an outrightly ahistoric categorisation. It is
quite casy to understand that a critique of
imperialism’s new policies in India by the ex-
ponents of recolonisation prognosis purely
belongs to the realm of academic economics.
Their true aim is to whitewash the camprador
and traitorous character of the Indian state

and the Indian ruling classes. For them, Indidn
State’s ' surreader 4t the GATT or similar
other sellouts could be rectified by a mere chan-
ge of government ie, by simply remaining within
the framework of ruling class politics. It is this
illusion that has to be exposed and defeated.

CPI (ML) RedFlag
3rd All India
Conference Documents

Rs. 5.00
For copies:
Red Flag Publications;
Thaikkattussery P O
Thrissur 680 322
Kerala,
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The Foreign: Domination of Peru

Peru has aforeign debt of more thati § 23
billion [1]. Its total budget for 1994 is §5.9
billion. Of this, 20% (§ 1.28 billion) is set aside
to pay the interest on the foreign debf. But
that isn’t enough. Peru owes moxe thdn $3
billion in interest in 1994 aloné; and hds to take
out additional foreign loans just to pay back the
imterest [?]. Some financial analysts estimate
that Peru’s foreign debt will reach§ 50 billion
by the year 2000.

In 1986 the international Monetary Fund
(IMF) suspended all loans to Peru. When
Fujimori came into office in 1990 he made agr-
eements with the IMF to restructure the econ-
omy of the country m order to again qualify for
international loans. Within a year the minimum
wage fell by 52%. 13 million Peruvians had an
income of & 15.50 per month or less. Those with
full-time work made an average of § 50 a month.
When Fujimori took office 54% of the people
could mect basic consumer needs, A year later
only 5% could. And all of this in a country where
prices for consumer goods are almost as high' as
in the US [3]

After taking office, Fujimori began paying
the interest on loans from thé world Bank at the
rate of § 45 million édch month (1/6th of the
country's gross reveanues). And as a reward, in
1993 the US dnd Japan gdve Fujimoti a /odn of
$930 miliion to pay back intérest to' thé IMF [4].
The IMF again allowed Peru to' botrow monky.
In feturn the TMF dictates over Peri's économy.
Fot example, the IMF has décided that Peru
can spénd only § 450 million of all of the nidney
it réceives from the privatisation schéme for' 4l
of its poverfy related social programs, while it
has to pay $ 550 million 1o intérest o' foréign
commer¢idl banks (5); Péru projects thatif will
spénd $9 billion on road improvements so foreign
investors can' get their pludder out of the country
[6]. Peru’s poor, who owt' no motoriséd transp-
ortation, will bé unable to even get their prod-
ucts to markeét,

Peru is incredibly rich in natural resources.
It currently is the world's 2ad largest producer
of silver and zinc, the 4th of lead, and the 5th
largest producer of copper. It has some of the
world’'s largest deposits of gold, and vast deposits
of oil. In order to pay off the foreign debt, the
government of Peru is selling off all its state-

owned companies; including its mines, its rights
to oil exploration, its fishing industry (including
its docks and ports). Its airlines, telecommunic-
ations, etc [7] 20 million acres of land is being
offered to foreign investors (much of it to
foreign agribusinesses) and even the rights o
water are being sold.

To attract investors Fujimori has created
new investment laws. Licensing requirements
have been removed. Profits are subject to limited
taxation, or are exempt from taxes altogether. {8].

New Wave of Military
Suppression in Peru

Fujimori regime in Peru in excell-
ing itself as the most trusted agent of
US imperialism by unleashing a new
wave of savage military suppression
against the struggling people of Peru.
Even imperialist media is compelled to
report about torturing and killing of
civilians, raping women and children,
burning homes, and bombing villages
from helicopter gunships on a iarge scale.

The interior areas and jungles where
indigenous people have joined the revol-
utionary strugglés led by CPP (Commu-
ist Party of Peru) are selected for most
criminal attacks. No news are allowed
to comie’ out from these ‘‘emergency
zones*’. Even then many human night
groups, Reuters Associated Press (AP),
and United Press (UP) hiave brought out
many instances of mass killings and
rapings by the military. The US-Fuji-
mori regime has been caught with blood
still dropping from their hands.

Fajimori fegime is in a hurry to
suppress CPP by any means utilising the
upperhand it could get by  arresting
its chairman, com. Gonzalo one and
half yéars back. US imperialists are
giving all nécessary help'in this genocide.
Revolutionary forces all over the world
should condemn this demand the release
of com. Gonzalo, and support the revol-
utionary strugglé in Peru.
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For example, in order to attract foreign oil
investors laws were changed to allow oil comp-
anies to dispose of the oil they extracted in any
way they wished, toxes on the export of oil were
removed, and restrictions preventing offshore
drilling were set aside [9]. Environmental laws
were also relaxed.

But while foreign investors have been ezem-
pted from paying taxes, the IMF has ordered an
overall increase in Peru's tax revenues. When
Fujimori came into office, tax revenues amount-
ed to 4.4% of the gross domestic product (GDP).
Since becoming President, Fujimori raised that
amount t0 9.5%. This has resulted in a drastic fall
in actual income for workers. But now the IMF
has ordered that in order to qualify for further
loans, Peru must raise its tax revenues to 137%.
Siuce taxes that foreign investors and their Per-
uvian counterparts have to pay have been cither
reduced or eliminated, the burden of raising
these taxes will almost entirely fall on the poor
of Pern. New taxes on food are already in
place and increased tazes on other consumer
goods are expected.

So far approximately 30 state-owned comp-
anies have been sold at fire-sale prices. If all
of their companies are sold, Peru expects to
receive between dollar 3- 4 billion [10], In other
words, even if Peru sells all of its state-owned
holdings at the highest projected prices, it will
mot even reccive enough to pay its foreign debt
interest for two years. And Peru’s precious
resources will be gone. However, the head of
Peru's privatisation ackowledges that many of
the companies have been sold at prices far lower
than what was expected, and the first 16 comp-
anies sold for a total of dollar 450 million [} 1]

One way the foreign investors have cut costs
in their new companies, has been to lay off
workers. On average, companies sold to foreign
investors have laid off 52% of the company's
former workers. In some cases, the government
laid off employees before the company was sold.
For example, before Cerro Y erde Copper Mine
was put up for sale, the government cutthe pay-
roll from 1,300 to 785 workers [12]. And this is
happening in a country that already has a rate of
underemployment and unemployment of 907%!

Peru's New Constitution which went into
effect in December 1993 creates new laws fav-

ouring foreign investment by, among other things, '

removing regulations on exports, exempting for-
eign investors from taxes, and allowing currency
to move in and out of the country unimpeded by
government regulations. It also adds provisions
to guarantee debt repayment. But it also antic-
ipates massive unrest as a result of the new
economic policies. Fujimori's hooded militaty
tribunals are ‘‘legalised’’, and rights to defense
are all but eliminated. The president is given
dictatorial rights and can suspend the Constitut-
ion at any time. The death penalty for political
prisoners was reinstituted. Miltary personnel
are not subject to civilian law. Laws protecting
workerx's rights such as the right to strike and
the right to belong to a union are weakened.
Guarantees of rights of peasants and indigenous
peoples are remarkably absent. Free education
is restricted. [13].

For the vast majority of Peru‘s people, in-
creased foreign domination means greater misery
and poverty, continued repression and genocide.
For workers it means higher unemployment and
lower wages. For peasants it mecans loss of land
and livelihood. For the indigenous people it
means the penetration of jungle areas by oil and
gold explorers and loss of historic hunting areas.
And for all Peruvians it means loss of dignity as
a people, and increased foreign domination over
every aspect of their lives (which the Peruvian
people have vigorously resisted for centuries, and.
are continuing to fight against).

|References: [1] Reuter Business Report,
Aug 18 1993; [2] Reuters, Sept 3, 1993; [3] US
Federal Document Clearing House; Congress-
ional Hearing Testimony by Cynthia McClintock;
1 Mar 1994; [4] American Banker Boud Buyer,
13 Sept 1993; [5] UPI 10 Mar 1994; [6] Xinhua
News, 13 Mar 1994; [7] Financial Times, 29 Sept
1993; [8] UPI Business World, 7 Feb 1993 and
New Constitution of Peru; [9] Reuters, 24 Aug,
1993: [10] Agence France presse, 28 July 1993;
[11] UPIL, 10 March 1994; [12] AP, 15 Oct 1993;
[13] For an analysis of the relationship between
Peru's Constitution and Foreign Domination See
““Peru: A New-Liberal Constisution’’' by Jose
Enrique Gonzalez Ruiz, available from the IEC
[International Emergency Committee]
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K. N. Ramachandran

Ambedkarism:

Ideology For a New Ruling Class

Alternative

The rise of what are called dalitism and
oumerous brands of Ambedkarism has become
the most hotly discussed and debated subject in
Indian political scene today.,  This is especially
so after the electoral victory of Mulayam Sing-
h’s Samajvadi Party and Kansiram's BSP in UP
in last November. Not only these two but so
many others before and after the SP-BSP elect..
oral victory have put forward dalit-backward-
minority combination as the new catalytic force
of sociul change. These forces have started
projecting their own different brands of Ambe-
dk arism as the ideological basis for this combi-
nation also. Many from the ruling class ideolog-
ucs and media have become the propagators of
the theory that future of Indian politics is going
to be determined by caste, - by Ambedkarism, by
dalit-backward-minority combination. Pettibou-
Igeois sections are also greatly influenced by
this possibility.

As a consequence all the ruling class parties
constituting the rightist as well as centrist spec-
trum including the Hindu Parivarist BJP are
competing with each other to project themselves
as the advocates of dalit backward-minority
interests. Congress (1) has increased the resery-
ation quota in the Panchayatiraj Act. It has also
taken majority of ministers from these sections
in MP cabinet. Many more promises are made.
As for BJP it has started exhibiting its new
found love for Dr. Ambedkar and to dalit-back-
ward sections. If it alongwith Congress spearhe-
aded the agitation against VP Singh government’s
adoption of Mandal Report in 1990, today it is
competing with Congress to champion Mandal.
The centrist parties like Janatha Dal are much
dismayed by this hijacking of their pet thems
by others. JD is trying to beat it by VP Singh's
insistence on a dalit or backward being put as
its chief. Inspite of all these, all of them are
afraid of a new ruling class alternative based on
caste emerging replacing them as in UP.

The parliamentary left like CPI, CPI (M)
and CPI (ML) Liberation- IPF are also much in
disaray. In the total absence of revolutionary
politics, when CPI tried to survive in electoral
politics by competing with JD in Hindi belt
projecting themselves as equally energetic
champions of dalit-backward-minority politics,

it has led to the desertion of their majority
forces in UP and Bihar to SP or JID or BSP.
Even its ideologue Bardhan's new theorisation
elevating Budha, Phule and Ambedkar to the
pedestal alongwith Marx, Engels and Lenin has
not helped it from the threat of severe disinteg-

ration. As far as CPI (M) is concerned, its
support to creamy layer theory in the name of
helping the backward among the backwards and
projecting itself as the champion of oppressed
sections hdve not helped it in preventing dissen-
sions and splits within its ranks as symolised by
Gowriamma's exit in Kerala. CPI (ML) Liber-
ation- IPF has also suffered severely with the
defection of majority of its MLAs in Bihar to
JD fold.

Even the revolutionary left sections who
were enamoured by Ambedkarism and who were
in a hurry to embrace it are also paying heavily
for their dilution of tevolutionary theory. Not
only ex-PWG leaders like Satyamurthy many
more from PWG ranks are reported to be swel-
ling BSP ranks in AP.  Both MCC and PU in
Bihar have often reduced class struggle to
sectarian caste politics.  Others like CPI (ML)
i];an_asakhti are also severely affected by Ambed-

arism,

This situation calls for a serious study and
evaluation of Dr. Ambedkar and the present
brands of Amedkarism in relation to the tasks
of anti-imperialist anti-feudal struggles and
completion of New Democratic Revolution in
our country.

How to evaluate Ambedkar

The numerous brands of Ambedkarites,
neo-Ambedkarites and ‘revolutionary’ Ambed-
kariets have put forward their own snbjective
evaluations of Dr. Ambedkar, All of them are
ahistorical and partial. So any study of present
harvest of Ambedkarites should start with an ob-
jective evaluation of Dr. Ambedkar. There are
both positive as well as negative aspects in his
contributious.

Eventhough Dr. Ambedkarit’s activities.
were mainly limited to one scction of dalits-
Mahars- his most important positive contribution
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is that he tried to bring to the central  stage
the social oppression  of dalits based on caste-
system. Influenced by western liberal bour~
geois thoughts he struggled for reforms for the
social upliftment and for increasing self- respect
among dalit sections. Ina situation where
the fundamentalist Hindu orthodoxy was pe-
rpetuating @ most savage social oppression  of
vast sections throughthe hated csate-system,
this itself was a really significant contribution.
Alongwith this his views on economic recons-
teuction was more radical compared to those
of Gandhi's vetsion of a misture of reformed
feudalism and capitalism based on cutsodianship.
His constitutional - stote - - capitalist economic
thoughts were influenced by Keynesian concepts.
He advocated nationalisation of land and its
distribution among peasants for collective cu-
ltivarion and nationalisation of key industries
backed by walfare state measures. For him
the aholition of casté system and realisation
of welfare state measures were  be achie=
ved through constifutional mesns, He was
never for a revolutionary alternative to Gand-
hian and Congress approach. All ncgative aspects
of his thinking originated from this.

Approacii to imperialism

Any 'historical analysis of Dr. Ambedkar’s
contributions calls for an evaluation of  his
approach towards imperialism which had col-
onised our sub-continent, The worst sufferers
during the two cencury long British colonial
rile were undoubtedly the dalirs and othess
in the Jower level of caste system. s Brit-
ish land settlements creating Zamindari system
caused savage czploitation of the landless land
poor peasants. who were mostly dalits and back-
wards. ‘The millions who perished in coniinuous
famines: as & resalt were none other than them.
Then, like the Blacks from Africs, millions of
dalits ‘were shipped to other British colonies as
sluves rotoil ‘in'Brifish plantations. Trwas
British imperialism which protected
feudalism and alongwith it the ecaste system.
Apart from ‘some cosmic reformist — attempls,
imperialists never did anything to basically ta-
mper with the caste system. They were not for
antagonising the upper castes who were imp-
erialist props and compradors In such & §i=
tuation the liberation of dalits and abolition of
caste system were integrally linked with the
success of anti-imperialist, anti-feudal strugg-
les. Ambedkar not only refused to accept this,

Indian

but also considered the presence of British rule
a positive thing till a solution to caste domin-
ation was found. Henever participated in the
anti-imperialist struggles.

As a result when British imperialism tra-
nsfered power to the comprador classes in
India, Ambedkar was glad to become part of
Nehru government. He served in Nehiu
government tiil  differences broke out
with regard to Hindu Code Bifl. Until then
he was partof a goveraoment which savagely
put dowsn Telengana struggle, a revolutionary
agrarian struggie of predominantly dalits and
adivasis, and numerous other  peasanis and
workers struggles, During hiy entire political
life, he was never ready [o accept the fact that
caste system can be abolishad only through a
Democratic Revolution overthrowing the Indian
state sepving the interests of imperialism, co-
mprador bureaucratic bourgeoisie and £ endalism.

Constitutional approach

On the contrary he was for further centra=
lising and strengthening the Indian state which
was built up doring 200 years of British rule
and handed over to the comprador classes 1n
1047. He alwags firmly stood for constitutional
reforms within this state structure to “Brifg
celief tothe downtrodden and rejected — any
extra-constitutional movements for social tra-
nsformation. 'So the Indian ruling classes and
its then foremost represenmtative Nehru were
only too glad to put Ambedkar as the head of
copstitution-deafting. body for post-1947 India.
The jeb was well done 13 proved by the number
of statues of Ambedkar with the Indian Con-
stiturion in haod erected by the ruling classes
all over India in gratitude. Depicting Dr. Am-
Bedkar as the father of Indiap ~'Constitution
served and is serving a lot in creating 1lingio-
ns among the oppressed about bringing  about
changes constitutionally. What is.concealed 1s
that this Copstitution is nothing but an expan-
ded form of the Government of India Act of
1935 put  forward by the colonial rulers, and
that it has setved well inthe neocolonisation
enslaving the country in new forms. '

Approach to agrarian revolution

Caste system oppresses dalit sectious both
socially and economically. Dalits are predom-
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Ambedkarism: Ildeology For a New R’uling Class Alternative

inantly agricultural workers and landless
and poor peasants classwise. In the semi-féudal
and predominantly agrarian society in India, the
basic resolution of social and economic. back-
wardness of dalits are integrally linked  with
agrarian revolucion. Dalits have to be organi-
sed in a revolutionary way in class organisations
to demolish caste barriers and to solve the land
question, It is through thisthey can get rid of
centuries old social and economic conditions
of deprivation and slavery. Only by becoming
leaders of agrariau revolution inthe rural areas
as a class, and integrate within the urban wo-
rking class in leading the struggle for overth-
rowing the existing ruling system a new society
where economic and social backwardness of
dalits can be totally erased can be created.

Though Dr. Ambedkar called for land
natjonalisation constitutionally during his long
tenure with Congress two things were abundu-
ntly clear. Oue, that the Congress is not for
even nominal land reforms leave alone land
nationalisation., Though Zamindari system was
abolished not even government lands were di-
stributed to the landless, mostly dalits. Not
even housing plots were legally transfered to
them in most of the states. Moreover the Con-
gress govt in which he served long as law mi-
nister not only suppressed the Telengana struggle
savagely and snatched back lakhs of acres of
land occupied by dalits and adivasis, but ‘also
came down heavily wherever landless and poor
peasants participated even in peaceful struggles
for land reforms. Two, that feudalism served
imperialism and imperialism protected . feuda-
lism, - So lund .nationalisation or even nominal
land reforms will remain an illusion so long as
the present state structure remains. But Am-
bedkar refused to recognise this reality. He
never tried to organise the dalits who constitute
vast majority of the landless for land struggles.
Thus he burdened the dalits with reformist
illusions within the constitutional framework
he helped to create. =

Approach to organised religions
Though Dr. Ambedkar opposed caste syst-

em and Manu's and other scripts supporting’ it,
he did not denounce or renounce Hinduism in

the beginning. Some of his views bordered on
rationalism, But he did not take them to th-
eir natural conclusion. Similarly as he did not
take an anli-imperialist position, he did not
try to understand themew tactics of imperia-
lism to continue their plunder of world people
in the post Second World War period including
utilisation of all organised religions by it to
divide and maim people. For itreligion was.a
neo-colonial toolto divert people from the
path of democratic and socialist revolutions,
Ambedkar’s refusal to go in to these realities
led him to embrace Budhism during his last
days, calite bis followers to follow suit, and
his building of the Republican Party. That he
was not ready to delink religion from politics
showed the weakness of even his liberal dem -
ocratic positions. His interpreiation of - secul-
arism did not differ from that of Nehru's.
Even he advocated Budhism asa tool for social
and political change. This was the {imit to
which he was ready to go afier coming out  of
Congress cabinet opposing Hindu Code Bill.

The fundamental issue confronting Ambed-
kar like numerous others like him all over the
world and in India during those tumultous days
when imperialisin was tryiug to create reform-
ist illusions through decolonisation, constitu-
tional changes z2nd welfare “state concepis was
“"Reform or Revolution’'. e undoubtedly
opted for tlie former. As he did not take a
coasistent 3tand for sccularism and total abo-
lition of caste system, due to many of the
historical limitations ang oiher reasons, his eff -
orts never went beyond reformism. So  the
resolution of the problems touches wupon and
struggled for by him todzy demands going
beyond the positions then Ambedkar could take.
This should be the task ia froat of all who re-
spect Dr. Ambedkar az a social r2former ias-
pite of all the basic weaknesses in his politi-
cal, ideological positicns. But unfortunately
all those who claim, to putforward newer and
newer brands of Amgedkarism ace today doing
exactly the opposite.

Contemporary A_mbedkaré‘te trends

Most fundamental approaches of all Amb-
edkarite trends from the various factions of
Republican Party to Kanshiram's B 'SP and
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the new crop of numerous Ambedkarite*forga-
nisations are that instead of evaluating Dr.
Ambedkar historically and considering him as
part of the movement for social transformation,
all of them eulogise him as the last word. Some
of them have gone to the extent of burniog
incense before him raising him to the level of
a God like the self ciaimed followers of Naray-
ana Guru in Kerala are doing. As a result instead
of carrying forward his anti-caste positions
and becoming part of a revolutionary movement
which only can abolish the conditions for the
existence of caste system and in that way ab-
olish it, ' they highlight his reformist positions
and refuse to go  anywhere beyond it while
making revolutionary like utterances.

One example will suffice to explain this.
All these organisations are staunchest supporters
of reservation. All of them call for vigsrous
implementation of Mandal Commission recom-
mendacions. But what happened when anti-
reservation, anti- Mandal reservations broke out
in North India in 1990? Did any of them come
forward to face this challenge? Even it we
forget it, what is happening now is exposing
them thoroughly. According to IMF-World
Bank-GATT dictates the government is im-
plementing policies like privatisation and red-
uction in'government  expenditure. All social
welfare measures like rationing, free hospital
treatment, educational facilities, subsidised
housing- transportation-drinking water-electric-
ity etc have started disppearing. which
sections of the society are going to be affected
to the maximum extent as a result? Recruit-
ments to the central and state governments have
almost come to a stanstill already or it is soon
going to happen. Privatisation is speeded up.
As a result all public sector undertakings are
privatised. In such a situation reservation is
Jeft with no value even of the paper in which
it is written. Dalits are deprived of its bene-
fits except the promotion benefits a few for-
tunates who are already inside may enjoy. So
today the struggle for reservation and struggie
for basic social amenities cannot be waged
without opposing the imperialist dictated po-
licies taken to a new zenith with the signing of
GATT Treaty by Rao govton April 15. But as
far as we know nota single Ambadkarite org-
anisation has criticised Rao govt's policies ta-
king neo-colonial plundeér to & new height. They
only see the Brahmin-Bania alliance in front of
them and refuse to see its master, the imper-
ialism, behind. B S P never voted against Rao’s

industrial-economic policy decisions in parli-
ament, Dr. Ambedkar’s weakness in taking an
anti-imperialist stand is taken te ludicrous le-
vels by these forces. Some of them do notsee
anything wrong even in taking imperialist funds
in opposing Brahminism!

They have taken the coustitutionality to
vulgar levels. Like the ruling classes they also
erect Ambedkar’s statues with the /ndian Co-
nstitution in hand Kanshiram has  declared
that he will come to power and abolish the
caste system usicg this constitution. It is avery
subjective approach. ‘To argue that the con-
stitution and the state which served imperial-
ism, the comprador bureaucrat bourgeoisie and
feudalism (the latter two includes the Brahmin-
Bania sections) so far cannow serve the dalits
also, once BSP comes to power is nothing but
an absurd argument. This ontright constitut-
ional position of Ambedkarites will only serve
the enemies whom they claim to oppose.

Post- 1947 experience vividly shows that it
is imperialism which protects feudalism. So
long as imperialism and feudalism cannot be
overthrown the social and economic emancip-
ation of the dalits are impossible.  Agrarian
revolution is an important factor in abolishing
caste system. But inspite of militant rhetorics
the Ambedkarites refuse to take up land str-
uggles and confine to parliamentarism. They
shy away from anti-imperialist anti-feudal st-
ruggles.

As a matter of fact the new alliance of
dalit-backward-adivasi-minority advanced by
all brands of Ambedkarites isnothing but a
ruling class alternative as is well proved already
in U P and Bihar. All the Ambedkarites all
over India are nothing but a part and  parcel
of ruling class politics. They are overtly or
covertly in alliance with ruling class parties
everywhere. (contd next issue)

RED STAR

Revolutionary monthly journal
Yearly subscription Rs. 35.00

Send MO to Manager
Red Star, Thykkattussery
THRISSUR- 680322

Page 22 Red Star 1994 June

LIQUILIGBLID



(from P. 24)

mot take any serious measures to re-open the
factory. The majority independence Upion led
by aCongress (I) MLA and the minority INTUC
and CITU Unions did not lead any serious
struggles either jointly or separately to save
the workers.

As the stalemate was continuing and the
workers' condition was deteriorating, on 28. 1.
1994 ViyallaCoats Transferred the ownership
of the Company to a benami Company,
Vaiga Threads, and retrenched all the workers.
The state govermment’s claim that it did not
know about this transfer when the unit 1s
functioning in the 88 acres of land given on
lease for 99 years by the Government is false,
as without knowledge and consent of Govenment
Departments such a transfer is impossible.
Though according to labour disputes act the
State Goveroment issued an order on 4-2-1094
banning the lockout, it did not take any steps to
prosecute the Coats Management. Even a notice
was not issued against its Managing Director
M. M. J. Shah. Thus the State Govervment is
protecting the MINC Management against the
workers.

The Viyella Coats Management is bent upon
imposing anti worker policies. It is arrogantly
penalising the workers as the Government machi-
nery working uader dictates from IMF-World
Bank-GATT is serving their interests. It is
not a secrct that the ownership was transferred
an d the workers were retrenched with the
knowledge and connivance of the Government
and TU leaders of Congress (I) including KPCC
(I) President Vayalar Ravi who is president of
INTUC Union, Management's refusal to re-
open the factory cven after banning the lockout
is  due to collusion of the Government with the
MNC. Now :ztei leaving the whole issue to
adjudication G vernment has washed off its
hands and siurng idle.

In this situation-the workerns' interests can
be protected only if'powerful people's support
1s mobilised behind and the struggle is develo-
ped s0 as to compel the Goverament to take
immediate action, As the established, Unions
have refused to take up this task TUCI has‘tried
continuously to intervene to carry forward the
struggle. Now atchis critical juncture in con-
tisuation to earlier efforts and in order to
develop the struggle Thrissur District President
of TUCI, Com. M. K. Thankappan himsc!f
a worker in Koratty Unit, started an indefinite
fast from May 15 at Thrissur Town, demanding
Government take over the Factory, employment
to all workers, and prosecution of the Manage-
ment. Focussing on it large number of workers

from other industriai units are also mobilised
to intemsity the struggle. Workers marches,
rasta-roko etc. are continously organised. On
27 May, the 12th day of fast, Police arrested
Com. Thankappan. Even then comrade conti-
nued the fast in the Hospital,

Prominent democratic individuals have
issued a statement condemning the Manageme-
nt's arrogant anti-worker stand and asking
Government to take necessary steps immediately
to protect workers interests. A state !eyel
struggle committee is formed on 28 May uniting
revoluiionary sections and patriotic democratic
forces. Necessary steps to develop the struggle
at state level linking lockout of Coats with simi-
lar issues in the industrial field in other
districts also are taken,

In this situation TUCI and the struggle
committee have appealed to workers in other
units of Vayala Coats all over India and re-
volutionary forces to help to deveiop the stru-
ggle to all units and offices of this MNC in
TamilNadu, Bangalore, Culzutra, Delhi, Bombqy
and other places as early as possible. In conti-
nuation to these decisions the state level struggle
committee appealed to Cem. Thankappan to stop
the 13 day long fast. Accordivgly the indefinite
fast is calied off on 28 May.

Following the liberalisation-privatisation=
globalisation-automation policies puarsued by
Rao Govern~:ent in the interest of MNCs inte-
nsifying imperialist plunder in India, what is
witnessed under Vayala Coats is repeated by
other MNCs also. An all out struggle is called
for against this. By developing the struggle of
the workers of Koratty Unit of Coars to all units
of coats we can serve notice on the MNCs that
the workers are not going to surrender to cheir
whims any longer. They are going to struggle
for their just demands uncompromisingly. At
a time when the established unions are found
incapable of carrying forward such struggles
and are abandoming the workers surréendering
before the Management, the decision to spread
the struggle to all units of such companies/
corporations is signifcant.

A State leve! convention is held on 16 June
at Thrissur for intensifying the siruggle. Wor-
kers of all similar closed units arz mobilised.
Signing a mass petition by workers and other
sections of people and a sccretariat March
at Thiruvanathapursm tis also planned. Mean-
while the struggle at the factory gate at Koratty
will continue. The struggle committee has
called for developing solidarity actions at all
India level in front of Coats Units by last
week of June.
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On behalf of Trade Union Centre of India
(TUCI) thank you very much for extending inv-
itation to participate in the First Conference of
AIFTY. The Central Commitice of TUCT ex-
tends its most warm greetings to your Confer-
ence, We regret that we cannot send a fraternal
delegation to participate in it due to technical
reasomns.

As the First Conference of AIFTU is taking
place at a critical ime in the history of our
country when the real nature of the transfer of
power in 1947 and the sham nature of independ-
ence claimed by the comprador raling classes and
their apologists in the post-1947 period are exp-
osed more than ever, and when the neo-colonial
plunder over our country has reached a new
zenith with the signing of imperialist GATT
Treaty by Rao Government, we hope your Con-
ference will take not of these developments and
chalk out programmes to combat it.

As you are aware, the Congress (I) Govern-
ment led by Narasimha Rao could totally surre-
nder our country to IMF-World Baok GATT/
WTO and MNCs and take the neo-colonisation
initiated by Nehrn to its pinnacle only with the
support of all parlimentary opposition ranging
from BJP ro CPI (M) as it was a minority Gov-
ernment for long. Even now this collusion is
continuing as they helped Rao Government to
easily pass the bill for privatising 49 percent of
shares in nationalised banks and many such
measures in both houses. Even while pretending
to oppose GATT Treaty they have not compelled
the Govt. for a decisive debate on it so far,

In this situation we should not maintain any
illusion that Rao Govt’s imperialist dictated

ssage to AIFTU First Conference

policies can be opposed by becoming part of the
Platform of Mass Organisations (PMO) led b
CPI (M), or by joining hands with imperialis

funded voluntary sgencies. People expect an anti

imperialist initiative from revolutionary forces
The appeal issued by TUCI in early Februar

to all revolutionary class/mass organisations
unitedly observe April 15, the day of signing
GATT Treaty at Marrakesh, as All India Black
Day and to develop struggles to general strikes
and bandhs wherever possible should be seen in
this contezt. Now it is proved that none of the
parliamentary opposition including CPI (M) was
serious in launching any siruggle on April 15,
and that the resistance to signing this imperialist
treaty on April 15 could be taken to wider and
higher scales fif only the revolutionary forces
had unitedly compaigned based on the Central
slogan *“Throw out imperialist GATT Treaty'’.

Now according to this treaty GATT is going
to be replaced by WTO on coming Tannargl.
All round attacks on the working class and all
other toiling masses are intensified. Communal
and casteist forces are used as neo-colonial tools
to divide and weaken the people, In this cont-
ext TUCI is once again appealing to all revol-
utionary class/mass organisations to develop cou-
ntrywide struggle with the central siogan “Throw
out imperialist GATT Treaty, Unite to resist
WTO''. We hope your Conference will serio-
iously discuss this appeal.

Once again we extend most warm greetings
to First Conference of AIFTU and wish it all
SUCCESS.,

M. M. Somasekharan

25-05-1964 Generl ‘ ecretary TUCT

Protest The Suppression of Workers Rights by
Viyella Coats Support the Struggling Workers of
Koratty Coats Unit

Koratty Unit of Madura Coats in Kerala,
subsidiary of the MNC, Viyella Coats which
had 2500 workers was locked out on 14. 02.
1993 contraty to existing laws while negotiations
were going on at minsterial level over the de-
mands of the management thata good number
of workers have to be retrenched and workload

should be increased. These anti-worker demands
were raised by the managément after Vit la
Coats secured majority of shares in the Cum-
pany utilising the amendment of FERA Act by
Rao Government. While the lockour threw a
good number of workers 0 starvation the Con-
gress (I) led UDF Goyernment in Kerala did

(contd P.23)
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