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COMMITTEE FOR DEMOCRACY AND JUSTICE
| SRI LANKA

NOT ONE PENNY AND NOT ONE GUN

The hopes and dreams of many thousands of Sri Lankans, both in the North and the
South, that the negotiations between the Premadasa government and the LTTE leaders
would bring about at least a temporary truce, if not a lasting solution, to the ethnic conflict,
were shattered by the resumption of armed conflict between the Sri Lankan Security forces
and the LTTE on 12th June.

The Premadasa government does not appear to have had any intention of bringing
about a negotiated settlement to the ethnic problem, based on the recognition of the
democratic rights of the Tamil people. Their strategy seems to have been, first, to use the
LTTE both against the IPKF and other Tamil groups, and thereafter, to eliminate the LTTE
itself. In the past, the Sri Lankan government supplied ams and logistic support to the LTTE;
permitted LTTE death squads to operate freely even in Colombo and sabotaged the North
& East Provincial Council Administration by depriving them of funds and legal powers. After
the IPKF withdrawal, the Premadasa government began preparing for the next phase: the
“peace talks” seem to have been no more than a smokescreen to cover up their preparation
for war.

The Premadasa government has no solution to the ethnic problem. it is common
knowledge that Mr Premadasa opposed the devolution of power and the establishment of
Provincial Councils, as proposed in the 1987 peace accords. He also opposed the
amalgamation of the Northern and Eastern provinces.

Mr Premadasa’s distaste for democratic forms of govermment and his intolerance of
opposition both inside and outside his government has led to the harassment, victimisation
and even liquidation of those who dared to criticise him and his government. His regime has
summarily executed 80,000 to 100,000 Sinhala youths between October 1989 and March
1990. It is no exaggeration to say that the Premadasa govemment is the most brutal and
repressive government Sri Lanka has had this century. Itis therefore idle to believe that such
a government would ever seek a peaceful solution to the ethnic conflict.

ANTI-DEMOCRATIC CHARACTER OF THE LTTE

Likewise the LTTE too has no commitment to democracy; they shun any form of
pluralism; they have brutally murdered thousands of people who dared oppose their policies.
They are a mirror image of the tyrannical regime in the South. Even if the LTTE did not trust
Mr Premadasa, their opportunist wheeler-dealing with him only helped to strengthen his hand
and prettify his regime.

At the very moment Mr Premadasa unleashed a reign of terror against the Sinhala
youth, the LTTE was showering praise on him. Instead of seeking to unify in struggle all
democratic forces to achieve the just rights of the Tamil people, the LTTE sought to eliminate
and alienate all such organisations, thereby weakening the struggle for democracy of the Sri
Lankan people and the struggle for self-determination by the Tamil people.

Therefore, while the Premadasa government is primarily responsible for the present

wave of death and destruction unleashed in the North and East, the LTTE too bears a heavy
responsibility for it. On the one hand, by its policy of liquidating all other Tamil groups, they
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have weakened Tamil resistance. On the other hand, by opportunist wheeler-dealing with Mr
Premadasa and failing to join hands with all oppressed and democratic forces in the North
and the South, they have strengthened the barbaric Premadasa regime.

FOOLISH TRIUMPHALISM

Today both the Sri Lankan government and the LTTE are engaged in triumphalist
propaganda in an attempt to fool the people who are fed up with the carnage and misery
caused by this conflict. The government is threatening to repeat what they did in the South
- that is in short, torture and mass murder. The LTTE too are trying to fool their child conscripts
that they can miilitarily defeat the Sri Lankan army.

But neither side can win this war. It is foolish for the government to believe that it can
shoot and bomb the Tamil nation into submission. The LTTE also cannot win a military victory.
This conflict is likely to continue for a long time.

Meanwhile thousands upon thousands of people both in the North and the South will
continue to suffer, directly as well as indirectly from this unwinnable war.

NO AID FOR THE WAR

The Sri Lankan government and the LTTE have launched appeals for funds to sustain
their military campaigns. All people who value democracy, justice and human rights must
make absolutely clear that they will not give one penny nor help to buy one gun to sustain this
insane war. We must say loud and clear that not a single human life is expendable.

PREMADASA REGIME MUST GO

Thirteen long years of UNP rule has brought Sri Lanka to the brink of ruin. Mr
Premadasa and his bankrupt government cannot resolve the ethnic problem narthe general
socio-economic crisis facing our country. These yesterday’s men have neither the vision nor
the political acumen to save our country from catastrophe. This is not the time for politicians
of opposition parties to prop up Mr Premadasa’s bankrupt regime on the pretext of “saving
the country”

Instead every woman and man who is genuinely committed to democracy and justice
must take urgent steps to build a mass based movement for peace - a movement deep and
strong enough to sweep away the tin pot dictators from the political arena in the South as well
as the North. i
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Down with the Premadasa Government
Not one penny not one gun for the war

For a peaceful and just settlement to

the ethnic problem |

For a mass based campaign for peace with

justice
\ ' )

CAMPAIGN FOR DEMOCRACY AND JUSTICE
IN SRI LANKA

BM Box 5471 London WC 1

SIS CaHrFl LauewIF &iegHel .




www.tamilarangam.net

AN " v spveer hon

OZOm again, Sri Lanka jfin the Withdrawal. It has now fiung anothe
throes of a civil war.” It promises "insulfand a challenge at the authoritie
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the V. P. Singh Government!sdecision -

to.precipitately withdraw the IPKF in
 March, 1990. This action brought'to a
‘tragic end, at l€ast for the time being,
-India’s role of a peace.maker-in Sri
"'Lanka: Even the pressure’ of its/inac-

tive presence on the islapd was enough
wfor the two sides to remain‘engaged in

an independent Tamil state' in the tality as the third ruler to have thrown' the search for a negotiated settlement.

North and East of Sri Lanka, and jt out tjc Indians — Sri Lankan apnals
scems to want to win its goal with the credit two earlier kings to have accom-
force of arms. The Government of Sri plished such feats in ancient times:

‘Lanka, headed by President Premada¥ When Prime Minister Rajiv;Gandhi

sais determined to defeat and destroy refused to be stampeded ‘intorthe;
the LTTE, just as it defeated and des- IRKF's hasty withdrawal, the Presi
troyed the JVP in southern Sri Lanka. dent ngreed to expedite adequate'de=

In dealing with India, both Presi- volution of powers to the elected
dent Premadasa and the LTTE have North-East Council and to provide
exhibited short-sighted opportunisti;’; caste-iron guarantees’ for. the; safety
The LTTE, having agreed to lay down~and security of the Tamils: The joint
arms when the Indo-Sri Lankan agrees,,, communique of 1§ September 1989 re-
ment was signed in July 1987, chose, cords his agreement to this effect. He
instead, to battle with the IPKF "Went:back on his word ‘after *Rajiv’
Bludgeoned and battered by the latter,«Gandhi ceased to be Prime Minister in-
it joined the Premadasa Government December 1989. . : N
in demanding the JPKF’s immediate.  This mischief was compounded b
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. The principal result of the V,..P, Singh
- Government’s hasty retreat was that
_the nexus between the' withdrawal of,
Tthe TPKE on the one hand; and the
- safety and security of the Tamils on the
.other was broken. This was.followed,,

as was to'be expected, by the,collapse
of the compact of convenience be-
tween the LTTE and the Premadasa
Government and the yearling charade:
~of negotiations between them, Things’
.are.back to where they were in Sri
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fugees and the damage to their bilater-
* al,"relations s for ‘their “governments’
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~++Since the resumption of fighting last
month,.the toll of casualties has been
heavy. But the Sinhala army:seems to
have the upper hand, Its priority aim is
to drive the-LTTE out of the Eastern
* province: “Successive Sinhalese admi-
nistrations-have :dreaded. the.idea of
Trincomalee passing into the hands of
the Tamils s Trincomalee, they say, is
Eclam’s natural capital. The Indo-Sri
Lankan Agreement had brought the
North and the East together into a
single large Tamil majority province
within a United Sri Lanka, President
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,L-anka in 1987, and the present Indian® Premadasa appears.to have achieved

Government is equally ta blame, . with.-

. his objective of de-merging the East

/the-Premadasa’ Government’and the, from the North This is a major blow to
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"LTTE, for this tragic reversal, ="'~
* . Only time will tell the price theitwo

the cause of the Tamils of Sri Lanka. In

helping. the” disintegration:. of the

Perumal regime in the North-Eastern
Province,. the LTTE has played into
the hands of President Premadasa. Be-
cause of all this and its cruel policy o!
physically liquidating its critics and
opponents, the LTTE has alicnated
the Tamil elite. The affluent Tamils
are estranged because of its heavy dc-
mands of money on them. The LTTEs
hold on the common people of Jaffna, |
however, remains strong and well in- |
formed and objective official sources
in Colombo are of the view that it can
hold out in its jungle hideouts against
the Sri Lankan Army for several years.
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On the other hand, the Army is now |
much larger, more expericnced, be
equipped and more strongly motiv:
than it was three years ago. Has
down the JVP insurgency in the south.
it is better able to concentrate its re-
sources against the LTTE in the li-
mited area of the Jaffna peninsula.
The Army intelligence has improved

Continued on page 12 |
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~Continued from page 1 col 5

§ considerably and it is itching for an,

all-out fight with the LTTE. The De-
fence: officials in Colombo -think the
Army will finish the job in a matter of
months. They are hkely‘ to .be dis-
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4§ heard rumblmgs m Colombo last
ek to the effect that thc Army would
tamely submit to ‘ceasefire_order
from the Prcsxdent unless ‘the L'I'I'E
were mmultaneously tolay Hown'a arms.:

nbﬁs’htefﬁ'fso sgetting limited ‘and the'
contingency of the Army gétting out of .
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rinithese circumstances; it- is ot -
enough for the :Government of India :
simply tareiterate its resolve not to get
involved in the Sri Lanka situation. By

’ nself this would be a retreat from re-

spon51b111ty There are_a number of
factors tobe oonsxdered There can be
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Laiikan’Government's détérmtination’ |

Sri Lanka: At war:

isnota subject matter of controversy
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with itself

avested interest in seeing its unity and
mtegnty eserved and reinforced. In
a sense'a d‘np‘to a pomt the IP.KF

accompanying exchange of letters are L'I'I‘E,,m.lght feel;tempted to invite
of vital significance in the.matter of outside helpwluchlndxa mightconsid-
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notice in India, though we .must .not. ; pen in recent months — that even with
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TRIBUTE
s.C.
had returned home quite late that .ot

when the telephone raog. Kheteswarct 5 as
at the other end. He spoke in his deep soncious
. voice trying to conceal his emotions to the

best of his ability. “Have you heard the terri-
ble news? Comrade Padmapabha and scveral .

" of our comrades have been gunned down and

* Killed in Madras around 7 PM this evening.” |
_And then he narrated the incident as be bad
come to lzarn from his colleagues in.tke Eclam
People’s  Revolutionary Liberation Front
(EPRLF) in Madras. g
Oneé could hardly believe him. It was incre-
dible that ‘Nabha’ as K. Padmanabha — the
EPRLF Seeretary-General — was known to
his close friends, and several of his party men
~ had been butchered in the city of Madras, on
Indian soil. Only the other day he was at my
~place in New Delhi with Khetes and Prema-

* chandran, -the EPRLF MP who has now,

- succeedéd Nabba in the party. I had offered
him some Béngali sweets and be ate with relish, .
“The same svening I had taken them out for
‘dinner and we exchanged views on so many
developments — from the upsurge of demo-
cracy in Eastern Europe, Nepal and Burma to
the far-reaching changes in the USSR; from
the dismal scenario in Sri Lanka to the unfold-
ing events in this country, and of course the
frightening prospects of yet another Indo-Pak

war.

Nabha spoke little. But he was an intent
observer and listencr. He had 2 charming face
and used to sport 2 beard that he had shaved
off the last time I met him. What was most
striking was his magnetic  personality. He

The Human Touch

always inspired confidence. And above all, his
sincerity of purpose was beyoad question.
A mass leader par excellence his live-wire

contacts with  his people, especially in the
castern part of Sri Lanka (in Trincomalee in-

particular), endowed him with an extraordinary

pqpularity ‘that ‘stemmed not from the barrel -
of the gun but dedicated service to the public.
Whenever he ; was in . New Delhi he would
make it a point to meet all his friends and .
acquaintances, young and old. I was privileged

to be among them. A man of few words
Nabha expressed himself through the warmth
of his embrace. It came as a deep shock to all
of us that Nabha, who was married onlya
year ago, should have his promising life cut
short so tragically in the city of Madras from
where his wife hailed. »

Nabba was much,moré than a Sri Lankaﬁ

Tamil militant leader. It was the breadth of his -
vision that-endeared him to different persons
who came in touch with him here. He always *.

advocated close ties with the progressive

Sinhalas while fighting for the legitimate rights.
of the Sri Lankan Tamils. At the same time .

he desired intimate relations with democratic
forces in India. He was the finest embodiment
of nationalism imbued with the spirit of
internationalism in the highest humanist
tradition.

We shall forever miss Nabha and always

cherish his memory. His tragic end should spur

us all to exert our maximum and call a halt to
the bitter fratricidal bloodshed in Sri Lanka.
(Juna 25) OJ
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