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This is the first issue of Tamil Maathu, produced by Tamil Women's
League. Please send your letters, suggestions and criticisms to Tamil
Women's League at 23A Sumatra Road, London NWé6,

A brief history of Tamil Women's league is given on pages 3-6., If
you are interested in knowing more abeut our activities, please contact
us at the above address, or on 01-226 2367.
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HISTORY OF TAMIL WOMEN'S LEAGUE

In February 1983, a group of progressive Tamil women in London got
together to talk about the possibility of organising an autonomous women's
group. It was decided that such a group should oppose oprression and work
for racial harmony and world peace, promote Tamil culture, improve
communications among Tamil women in the UK and with others, and give help
and support to women in need of these,

At this time a campaign was going on for the release of our sister
Nirmala Nithiyananthan, who was arrested on 18 November 1982 in Jaffna
and held in a notorious male army camp in Jaffna without a female guard or
officer.

Why an autonomous women's group?

This is a question asked not only by our brothers but also by our
sisters, The answer is, it is not that we do not want to be part of our
struggle or that we do not want to work with males in an organisation.

The reason is very simple. Women are the most oppressed in our
society. We are oppressed by our culture, religion and also by our men.
To free ourselves from that oppression, we must organise to discuss the
issues that concern us most.

The class and caste systems make the lives of our poor sisters in Sri
Lanka like those of slaves. They are the most oppressed., Our Tamil
sisters in the Sri Lankan plantations are the most exploited.

The dowry system undermines women's role as equal partners in marriage
and also in our society. The dowry system destroys the very basis of
human dignity. We are treated as commercial property, valued only as
family ornaments and mechanical doers of housework,

The dowry system is affecting the future of many thousands of poor
women throughout South Asisa,

Political oppression

Caste and class divide the Tamil natiom in Sri Lanka, which is facing
genocide by the Sri Lankan chauvinist government aided and advised by the
Western superpowers, Still, the 3 million Tamils out of 15 million people
on the island are not united to fight against the state.

Tamils have been divided by regional, religious, caste and class
differences. Most of the male-dominated organisations and political
groups reflect this pattern.

As women, the most oppressed, we want changes in our society in the
future, and also want to play & role in the freedom struggle, Hence we
thought carefully about setting up an autonomous women's group.

We will work for our national freedom, but at the same time we must
also understand our position in society and the role we have to play in
the freedom struggle, There will be no freedom without women's freedom!

Why is it important?

Since 1948, we, the Tamil nation, have been facing cultural and
political oppression and now genocide by the Sri Lankan government., We
know from history how meny minority nations have been wiped out by
powerful nations. We also know how racism has worked to destroy other
small nations., A recent example is that of the Jews in Westeran Europe
in the 1930s.

The Tamil nation in Sri Lanka is on the way to freedom. Our struggle
has reached the point of a fight for survival, Without a struggle, there
will be no freedom. It is our lives, our future, our freedom for which we

aust struggle,

Why has this group been formed in the UK?

It is our duty to give our support and solidarity to our people who
are struggling for their freedom, Also, we must analyse our situation in

a racist state like the UK,
The economic and political situation in the UK is terrible. The
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world recession gives little hope for Britain, Over 4 million people are
unemployed. A disproportionate number are black. Ve have no security
here, We are third class citizens in the racist United Kingdom., Our
children are going to face racial discrimination and violence, We all
know how law and order works against us.

We are never going to be 'wanted' equally in this country, We will
be wanted for cheap labour. We will be wanted for cheap labour and
slavish jobs. We will be wanted by racist thurs for their sadistic
rleasures.

So most of us want to go back to our homeland; but we cannot go back
unless we have our freedom. We will not achieve this goal unless we all
fight for it. We must unite for our freedom and peace,

What has Tamil Women's League done in the yast?

Since February 1983, TWL has staged a number of pickets in front of
the Ceylorn Tea Centre ana organised a rally in Aurust 1983 aprainst the
pogrom. Up to now, we have attended nearly a hundred meetings to publicise
our strurrle in Sri Lanka, and get support and solidarity from political,
human rights and liberation groups throughout the UK; we have also spoken
on an international platform in the Netherlands. We are supported by
almost all of the prorressive and feminist movements in the UK. We have
exrlained our struggle and expressed our feelings about our people's
sufferings in national and international forums.,

At a parliamentary level, TWL has met Labour women IPs in 1982 to
explain the situation of the Tamils in Sri Lanka and ask them to carpaign
to stop military aid to Sri Lanka by the British fovernment,

TWL is widely recognised as a human rights campaigning body. It is
not affiliated to any particular political party or group.

We are organised as a collective. We discuss and debate all issues
together before we put out lecflets or posters, or give talks on political
rlatforns. '

This is a brief diary of some of the events we have organised or
participated in up to now.

Diary

15 January 1983 Picket in front of Tea Centre for freedom of Nirmala
6 February 1983  First informal meeting of TWL

20 February 19835 TWL committee formed

6 larch 1983 Black women's international at Brixton. TWL uelegate
talked about Tami. national cuestion in Sri Lanka. Over
100 black women attending the meeting gave a message of
support promising full solidarity with the Tamil people
in Sri Lanka

16 April 1983 Picket in front of Tea Centre for freedom of Nirrala
and other political prisoners

23 April 183 TWL social evening

27 July 1983 Picket in front of Hirh Commicsion organised by CEREFP

€& August 1983 TwL picket and rally. Chris Smith IF came to Hyde Farx

to ;ive solidarity svcech., TVWL speaker said at rally,
'Our brothers, 53 of them, were brutally murdered by
covernment-backed thugs. We condemn the Sri Lankan
government and its violation of human rights. Our reople
in Sri Lanka are facing genocide, We must protest at the
violations and continue our camraign for human rirhts in
Sri Lanka'

17 August 1983 lieeting in lianchester about Sri Lanka organised vy hsian
youth

F55) 101 10JG5 W T TS 10 ) KoY (L) £ s 2 | XS]



13 October 1983

Lyl

7 November 19583

15 November 1983

December 1983

10 Decermber 1984

18 February 1984

29 February 1984

27 April 1984

28 April 1984

% June 1984

26 June 1984

www.tamilarangam.net

5

War on Want meeting in llanchester. Sreech on 'Don't
you call it genocide?'

LSE women students' meeting. TWL delegate talked about

'Tamil women in struggle!

Talk on Trird World women at Chegquers Adult Education
Centre

Meeting of Labour grcup on human rights in Sri Lanka.

A TWL delegate said, 'The ,overnment is trying to
justify itse.f by saying that violence against Tamils
by the majority Sinhalese is a reaction to the call for
separation by Tamil separatists., Tamils didn't ask for
separation until 1977 but they have faced violence
against them since 1956 in racial pogroms. The government
portrays the Tamil nation as terrorists. But in actual
fact it is the state that is terrorist. They have
organised and operated pogroms arainst the Tamils in
order to exterminate the small Tamil nation from the
islané. The racism and chauvinism of the Sinhalece
parliamentarians and Buddhist clergy is the ideology of
the Sinhala-Buddhist state.'

International women's bazaar. TWL had a stall with
leaflets, posters and traditional food. We had
constructive and interesting conversations with other
Third World women in liberation strurgles

Social night organised with ESC for fund raising. WL
has been finding it very difficult to raise sufficient
funds for its work, especially its international campaign
for Tamil women in prisons

Islington mayor met over 18 representatives from
human rights campaigns for various parts of the world,
including TWL

Second social evening. It was a politico-social evening
and was very successful (see Frcedom Song)

Conference c¢n 'Women Challenging kacism' organised to
discuss women in strurgle internationally. 4 1WL
delegate expressed forcefully and movingly the history
of the oppressed Tamil nation and Tamil womer. One of
the questions asked was why TWL is not campaigning for
oppressecd women workers., A TWL delerate disarrced
vehemently and pointed out that the rmost oppressed
women worlkers are the Tamil women who comprise 60 of
the workforce on the vlantations, many of whom are
stateless and for whom TWL has been campaigning very
hard. Regarding the Sinhalese women workers, though
TWl does not deny that they are opprescsed, it sees the
fundamental contradiction &s the national contraciction;
Tamil women are the most oppressed in this repard and it
becomes the most importiant duty of TWL to campaign for
thern

Media conference at County Hall, TWL delegate in a
workshop on the Third VWorld and the media discussed

the distortions, sensation lism and stereotyping by

the British media in their rropa-ution of news about

the Tamil probvler. Ve were also able to share a common
feeling with the other delerates from liberation strugrles
all over the Third Vorld

lMeeting with Irish volitical group on political prisoners
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International conference on reproductive rights. 400
women delegates from over 60 countries and 120 autonomous
women's groups rot together in Amsterdam to discuss and
debate the political, economic and sexual issues which
affect women's reproductive rights. The T.L uelerate
asked a crucial question of the VWestern feminists who

do not understand women in liberation strug.les in the
Third World such as the Tamil women: 'How can our women
fight for their reproductive rirhts when they do not
have the right to exist?' This became a rallying call
to the Third VWorld delegates who saw eye to eye with TVWL
on the issue of reprocuctive rirhts. The TVL delegate
explained the politics of our land and people and their
control by the larger Sinhalese nation and its back-up
forces - the US and British inperialists and their
agents. As a result of this, women's bodies, indeed
their very existence, is no lon:er under their control.
See leaflet.

Members of Tamil Women's League assembling on 6th Rugust
1983 after picketing outside the Ceylon Tea Centre for
the protest march to Hyde Park
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This is the text of a leaflet we handed out just after the pogrom
of July~August 1883,

DON'T YOU CALL
THIS GENOCIDE?

Entire Tamil villages and suburbs of towns razed to the

ground

Rape, mutilation and murder- everyday events

Hundreds of political prisoners in army camps

Two massacres of political prisoners in high security

prison
80000 to 100000 refugees in camps without proper sanitation or food

Number of deaths (through burning alive, army, navy and police attacks
on the Tamil community) UNKNOWN AND UNDOCUMENTED

The Tamil Women's League would like to correct the distortion of fact
and deliberate lies provided by the Sri Lankan dictatorship which have

been accepted and propagated by the British Media,

Who are the Tamils?

Dut of a total population of 14 million, there are 3.5 million Tamils
in Sri Lanka, the other main groups being one million Muslims and the

71% Sinhala Buddhist majority,

The Tamils belong to two groups, the Ceylon Tamils of the North and East
who have always lived in Sri Lanka and the Tamil Plantation Workers who
were brought to Ceylon by the British and have lived there for 150 years,
Despite this the Tamils have been described in the British Media as

'immigrants'.

The Tamil homelands were always treated and ruled as separate territories,
first by their own kings then by the Portugese and later the Dutch and
the British up until 1833 when the areas were brought together for

administrative purposes,

However, the British rule nurtured jealousies and communalism between the

communities in line with their divide and rule policy which they pursued
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in all colonies.

Anti-Tamil communllism escalated after independence when despite safe-
guards against discrimination in the constitution, the United National
party(which also forms the present government) in 1847 took away the
citizenship and right to vote of Plantation Tamils,

In 1950 The government started a policy of deliberate Sinhalese settle-
ment in Tamil areas.

In 1956 Government made Sinhalese the official language to please the
Sinhalese majority.Tamil leaders staged a peaceful demonstration. They
were attacked by a Sinhalese mob.The government took no action,

In 1958 Tamils faced major violence after protesting against injustice,
100,000 had to flee to the Tamil Homelands.,Hundreds were killed and
women were raped,

in 1961 Police and army violently attacked peaceful Tamil demonstraters
protesting against the imposition of Sinhala as official language in
Tamil areas(almoest 100Y of Tamils in the North or fast cannot understand
Sinhala)e

In 1%72 to 1876 Tamil youths were arrested and tortured by the police

in a massive campaign of state terrorism. These detentions were reported
by Amnesty International in 1975,

In 1874 International Tamil Conference disrupted by the police.B Tamils
died,

In 1877 Anti-Tamil violence reached a peak,Tamils were no longer safe
even in their own traditional homelands.In the plantations 'linerooms'
were burnt and looted, Tamil women were gang raped.Evidence of some of
the most brutal gang rapes have been recorded before the Commission
that inquired into the events of 1877.Hundreds of Tamils were killed all
over Sri Lanka,This is what led to the overwhelming support for the
formation of a separate state.

In 1979 Tamil youth finding that no solution by peaceful means was
possible sought other methods,The state responded with a draconian
prevention of Terrorism Act(based on the 8ritish PTA but much harsher)e
On 11 July President JR Jayawardene gave 8 Hitler-like order to his
commanders to eradicate terrorism in 6 months.Police started killing
and torturing on a mass scale,Torture camps were set up, many youth
‘disappeared’'s

In 1981 A new wave of state violence began.It engulfed the whole Tamil
communitye.Temples were burnt downe.The library in Jaffna was razed to the
ground destroying irreplacable manuscripts and documents relating to
Tamil culture and history.An M.P.'s house was also burnt doun.,All this

was done by Jayawardene's police.
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In 1982 The violence escalated beyond all previous levels,Jaffna town

was burnt for the third time by the army, vavuniya town was burnt, in
Trincomalee 250 houses were burnt, 18 were killed.Tamil people were

burnt alive in buses, killing, rape, mutilating and looting continued
through June and July.On July 22nd three schoolgirls were kidnapped by
armed forces in Jaffna,They were raped for three days before being
released in Jaffna town.ARs a result one girl committed suicide, one

girl has gone mad, the whereabouts of the third is unknown.In retaliation
Tamil youths ambushed and killed 13 soldiers in Jaffna,Since then Tamils

in sri Lanka have faced Genocide.

in a recent massacre in Wellikada Prison, 52 political prisoners were

killed,We are very concerned about the safety of Ms.Nirmala Nithiyananthan-
a feminist writer- and Father Singarayer, as well as many other Tamil

political prisoners, who face similar dangers.

what You Can Do

PRUTEST to the President of Sri Lanka

LOBBY your fMember of Parliament

SIGN the petition

RATISE it in your organisation(s)

TELL your friends
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Sister from Brixton Black Women's Group
giving TWL paster to Commandante Marta
Mungia in Esteli, Nicaragua
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NIRMALA AND OTHER TAMIL WOMEN IN OUR STRUGGLE

Sri Lanka was a proud nation to produce the first woman prime minister
on earth, Srimavo Bandaranayske became prime minister im 1960, after her
husband, Solomon Dias Bandaranayake, was murdered by a fanatical Buddhist
monk in September 1959,

But Mrs Bandaranayake did not reflect the majority of Sri Lankan women.
She represented her class., She served the class interests of the Sinhalese
merchant capitalists, ruling and holding together the Sinhalese masses under
the ideology of Sinhala chauvinism and racism. And her reign was characterised
by the murder of over ten thousand Sinhalese youth, wiping out a whole
generation of radical Sinhalese youth. The rape and murder of Prema Manemperi
by the sadistic armed forces in 1971 is unforgettable,

Mrs Bandaranayake was the first Sinhalesc prime minister to send the arméd
forces to the Tamil homeland in 1961 to crush protests against the 'Sinhala
Only' act. Since then, our homelands in the North and East have been occupied
by the Sinhalese armed forces. Our people have been murdered and mutilated
by the armed forces since 1976. No disciplinary action has been taken, or
inquiry held, by the government.

Prevention of Terrorism Act

Since 1977, Tamil youth have been arrested and tortured under the
Prevention of Terrorism Act.

The inhuman methods of torture were condemned in an Amnesty International
report in 1982, and the Sri Lankan Prevention of Terrorism Act is similar to
the South African Terrorism Act, It is aimed at any person who does not
'satisfy' the state, mainly Tamil youth.

Nirmala Nithiyananthan was the first Tamil woman to be arrested under
the Prevention of Terrorism Act. She was arrested on 20 November 1982 with
her husband.

She was held in the notorious male army camp in Jaffna where Prema
Manemperi had been raped and murdered by army thugs in 1971. Nirmala's
arrest aroused national and international protest against the Sri Lankan
government. Nirmala was & political science graduate from Boston in America,
and lectured at Jaffna University. An active feminist and Tamil intellectual,
she has produced Tamil plays and translated into Tamil literary works and
Latin American songs about people's struggles., Her arrest was meant to
intimidate the two million Tamil women in Sri Lanka.

Tamil Women's League toock up the campaign for her release.

In February 1983, she was transferred to Welikade Prison, where 52 Tamil
political prisoners were murdered by government-backed thugs in July 1983,
After worldwide protests she was transferred to Batticaloa Prison at the end
of 1983.

In June 1984, she was freed by the lLiberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam, She
is in India at the time of writing. We wish her the best in her work for
the peace and freedom of the Tamil people. And we must acknowledge the
work, contribution and suffering of some of our sisters.

Urmila

Sister Urmila was one of the courageous women who lived and died in the
cause of freedom.

Urmila started her political work with the Tamil United Liberation Front,
like many other Tamil women. But when she had ideological disagreements with
the TULF, she dedicated her life to the people who believed that armed struggle
was the only way to get freedom from the Sinhala chauvinist government. She
had to work underground. The hard life she led in the jungle was too much
for her, and she died in a hepatic coma. Her work towards our freedom will
always be remembered by all of us.
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Women in the East

The following women were arrested in early 1984,

Pauline Chandra Selvarajah, 45 years old, was alleged to have helped in
the Kattankdu bank robbery.

Malini Selvarajah is her 26-year-old daughter. They were arrested in
late February 1984 amd assaulted badly., They were kept in Batticaloa, then
transferred to Inginiyagala Police Station. They were supposed to have
been at Kotahena Police Station in late May 1984, but their present
whereabouts are uncertain, It has been reported that Malini and her
21-year-old brother, who was also taken in, were released., Pauline's
younger children are with their aunt, and need help of every sort.

Kumudhini Thambirajah, 21 years old, was arrested on 16 February 1984
at her home in Ampilanthurai, Kurukalmadam, near Batticaloa, just 18 days
after childbirth, She was taken as a hostage for her husband, who was
contesting the district council elections on the TULF ticket., She was
in the Batticaloa DIG's office, Amparai Police Station and Bogambara Prison
in Kandy; she was last known to be in Welikade Prison, The baby, who is
suffering from a congenital heart defect, was placed in a children's
hospital in Colombo.

Mrs Kanapathipillai, from Kannankudah, was arrested in April and held
as a hostage for her husband. She is known to have been in Amparai Police
Station, then in Kandy.

Indra Thangarajah, from Arulhayapuram Colony, was arrested in March.
She is thought to be in Kandy.

Mrs Puvaneswary, arrested an 27 February, is being held in Batticaloa.

Mrs Thambirajah, arrested on 12 or 13 March, is thought to have been
badly beaten by the police. She is now in Batticaloa or Negombo,

These women.have undergone harassment and, it has been alleged,
humiliation and sexual abuse at the hands of the Sri Lankan authorities.
They need our support,

Our duty

Tamil Women's League believes that we have a great duty and responsibility
for the peace and freedom of our people.

In Sri Lanka, Tamils have no way out except armed struggle. This is the
only way to throw the occupying forces out of our homeland,

We have no representation in the Sri Lankan parliament, Our fathers and
brothers are facing arrest or murder by the armed forces at any time. Our
sisters and mothers are constantly facing rape and murder. Our houses,
shops, libraries, towns are destroyed. Our people are burned alive in
the streets, in shops, in statiomns, in their homes and cars, sometimes in
our temples. The Sinhala chauvinist government is determined to exterminate
our nation.

The Sinhala chauvinist ruling class is backed by the US and British
imperialists. The Western powers are using the Sinhalese ruling class to
further their own economic and especially military interests. The strategic
importance of Trincomalee as & sea port in the heart of the Tamil homeland
is a crucial factor in the politics of the Indian Ocean and superpower
rivalry.

The US and British imperialists and Zionist Israel, their hated agent,
are physically present as military advisors in the Tamil homeland today. In
trying around the world to dominate nations with their economic and
military power, the USA, Britain and Israel are not only causing terrible
suffering but also endangering the future of the human race.

Oppressed people throughout the world are fighting US imperialism. In
Latin America, Africa, the Middle East, South East Asia, in every corner
of the earth the USA is having to face people who are fighting for their
political and economic freedom.

We are among them, The Tamil nation in Sri Lanka has nothing left to
lose! We have lost our civil and political, our fundamental human rights.

By fighting back, we will win our freedom. There is no way backwards,
we must go forward, The future of us and our children is in our hands;
we must work with determination for victory.
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This paper was distributed at the International Conference on
Rerroductive Kkights in July 1984 in Arsterdam.

REFRODUCTIVE KRIGHTS OF TAMIL WOMEL ON THE ISLAND OF SRI LANKA

Certain assumptions are often made by feminists in the West when discussing
reproductive rights. These may be misleading when applied to Third World
situations.

There are political, social anc economic factors which interfere directly
and indirectly with & woman's frecdom of choice. While women should certainly
have the right to contraception and abortion if they want, they also require the
right not to be sterilised against their will and not to be pressurised into
taking contraceptives or having abortions. 'A woman's right to choose' includes
her right to have a baby if she so wishes,

Third World women are often rortrayed as passive victims. This is by no
means true. VYomen are struggling against all the forms of oppression they face.

Who are the Taril women?

4E% of the island's population are women. Of the fifteen million people,
74% are Sinhalese, 18 be_ong to nne of ,the two Tamil communities and the
rexzainder belong to other ethnic groups.

Sri Lanka is a neo-colonial countrg. The economy is mostly under the
control of the West, particularly the USA and Britain. There has never been
large-scale independent industrial develorment. Most severely affected have
been the areas where most Tarils live.

The majority of women in the North and East are poor peasants or landless
labourers; some are forced to seek full or part-time employment as domestic
servants. liost work long hours in the fields, and in addition do domestic chores
including cooking on woof fires, fetclLing water and firewood, washing and
bringing up children.

The economy depends largely on the labour of Tarmils on tea and rubber
rlantations; their ancestors were brought from India under British imperialism
as indentured slaves. The women carry out the arduous and labour-intensive work
of plucxing tea-leaves, and of sotting and drying leaves. They work eight or
nine hours a day, but receive even lower wages than the men. Again, they do all
the domestic chores, and from childhood girls are expected to take part in theses

Educational facilities for Tacil women are generally poor. Few women in
the Nortr and East go beyond primary school, and most plantation workers do not
receige even basic literacy and numetacy; in a survey, over 9B8% could not read or
write,

Racist and national oppression

In 1949, just after Independence, under the Citizenship Act the majority of
Tamil plantation workers were made stateless by the Sinhalese government. They
have since been the victims of repeated pogroms by the armed forces and State-
sponsored thugs, involving arson, rape and murder. In recent years the
community has begun to fight back. In addition, many Tamils have been made
forcibly homeless.

The North and East have been under military occupation for éver ten years,
and this intensified from 1977 under the present regime. Under the notorious
Prevention of Terrorism Act, arbitrary arrest, detention and torture became
common. Mambers of the armed forces periodically go on the rampage, shooting,
burning and carrying out sexual assaults.. There is now widespread support

. arong the people for armed resistance movements fighting for the right of the
Tamil natiop to self-Getermination, Women are increasingly playing an active
part in this struggle.
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Social oppression 7

Particularly on the plantations, Tamil women live in appallingly gnhonlthy
conditions. On average five persons are crowded into one 'line-room' without
adequate ventilation, sanitary facilities or running water, conditions in
which disease can spread rapidly. Most women are chronically undernourished an
anaemic, There are few déctarsg and just 1 qualified midwife per 10 00O people.
The staff at dispensaries are often unqualified, and district hospitald may be
miles away. Transport facilities are poor, and time-consuming visits may mean
the loss of vital earnings. All these factors make pregnancy and childbirth
hazardous; the frequency of death in childbirth is twice the national average.

Because of the high infgnt and child mortality (e.g. infant mortality in
Nuwara Eliva is 119 per 1000 ), women will usually have several children so
that at least one or two will survive to adulthood. From an early age, cBildren
will contribute to family earnings, and will support the parents in their old
age, In addition, girls will help mothers in their chores, and will look after
younger children while their parents are at work.

As well as these pressures, Tamil women in the North and East and in the
plantation areas are subjected to caste and patriarchal oppression. Good girls
are expected to obey their fathers, elder brothers and husbands, which further
curtails their reproductive rights. The dowry system in effect treats women
as rarketable objects; it affects particularly upper and middle-class women,
but is now filtering down to other castes.

Birth control

The emphasis of State birth control programmes, often backed by foreign
agencies, is bn population control rather than family planning. The main
methocs are intra-uterine dev.ces, especially the loop, injection contraceptives,
usually Depo Provera, and tubectomy. The IUD has a high failure rate. There is
no legal abortion except for medical reasons, and contraceptives are not offered
to unmarried women, S0 many women are forced to resort to illegal abortions,
which often result in serious injury or death.

Depo Provera, produced by the Armerigan rultinational Upjohn, has been
banned in the USA because of its side effects. It may cause severe menstrual
disorders, which for an anaemic woman iy be fatal, weight gain, infertilty etc.

A tubectomy is irreversible. The financial reward offered may coerce poor
women strugrlimng to supjort their fumilies into having this operation.

Birth control prograrmes ne-d to be looked at critically, particularly in
the licht of the commitment of sections of the government to rid the island of
all non-Sinhalese by one means or anotler.

Liveration strugrles

Taril women on the island of Sri Lanka, like other Third ‘iorld women, are
directly affected by imperialism. Hence their strupples are connected with the
liberation of women throughout the world, including ultimately women in the
First and Second Worlds.,

Phe reproductive rights of women are affected by a number of politisal,
economic ana culturak factors besides patriarchy. Feminists, particularly those
in the West, must be responsive to the opinions and struggles of Third World
women themselves.

As Tamil women participcte increasingly in liberation struggles, particularly
against the Sri Lankan Sinhala-chauvinist government, they are becoming more
militant and their role in society is changing. They need the solidarity of
women throughout the worlc in their strugrles.
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THE FREEDOM SONG

Freedom for the people in Eelam we want
‘Freedom for the people in Eelam we want
Fight against the chauvinism

Fight against the oppression
Overthrow the occupying Force

repeat stanza

Fresdom for the women in Eelam we want
Freedom for the women in Eelam we want
Fight against the male dominance

Fight against the dowry system

Fight against the way we were in past
repeat stanza

Repeat 1lst, stanza

Freedom from the poverty for the poor we want
Freedom from the shackles of caste we want
Unite and fight to get the freedom

Men and Women all together

March along the Liberation Path

repeat stanza

Repeat 1lst, stanza

We shall win the war against the ruling class
We shall win the war against the ruling class
Get rid of the bourgeoisie

Cet rid of the imperialists

Get rid of the oppressive state

repeat stanza

Repeat lst, stan:za

Let us draw together in sisterhood

Let us voice together the freedom song
We the most oppressed

fighting side by side

March towards the Liberating Dawn
repeat stanza

Repeat lst, stanza

FORTHCOITING

Saturday 13 Gctober 1984, Women in Struggle Internationally,
5t, Matthew's meeting place, Brixton,
TWL will have an exhibition and workshop.
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