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Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam,

Tamil Eelam.

08/11/2010

 

Mr. Marzuki Darusman ,

Chairman of the UN Panel of Expert,

United Nations.

Dear Sir,

The Panel established to examine and advise the UN Secretary General regarding accountability for

the alleged violations in Sri Lanka of international human rights and humanitarian laws has invited

submissions directly from those wishing to do so. According to the recent request of the UN Panel the

submissions should reach it by 15 December 2010.

This is a progressive procedure, and it has given an opportunity to our people, who have been severely

traumatised, physically and mentally, during the war and later in internment camps in Vavuniya, to

lodge their complaints to an impartial, multinational entity.

We, the LTTE, welcome this procedure, and will cooperate with the UN in the investigation of the

alleged war crimes.

More than 200,000 of the traumatised or affected people live in temporary self-made huts in remote

areas surrounded by camps of Sri Lankan security forces. They lack electricity, postal, transport,

telephone or internet facilities to contact the outside world, and still feel threatened by the actions of the

security forces – peremptory arrests, evictions, etc.

Last month, a handful of these war affected people were allowed to make submissions of their

grievances and traumatic experiences in person to Sri Lankan Lessons Learnt and Reconciliation

Commission. Subsequently, they and even their relatives and lawyers as well as humanitarian

agencies that offer help are being persecuted by government agencies / security forces. As the

International Community is aware, there is no witness protection in Sri Lanka, and anyone who dares to

criticise the government is considered to be a traitor and is dealt with accordingly.

Others have not been given any opportunity so far to make such submissions within Sri Lanka, but in

view of the above, we don’t expect any of them to communicate with the UN Panel at this juncture.

We, therefore, request that some arrangements be made, even at a later date, to enable these people

to make their submissions by posts or in person.

Thank you very much.

Yours truly,

Mr. RM. Supan,

Coordinator of LTTE head office.

Tamil Eelam.
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