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T A ? 1 i L H! F 0 R '<; A I ! 0 M C E N T R A

INCIDENTS FROM 2 1ST JULY 1983.

1 „ 0 SYNOPSIS OF PAST REPjORTS_

1.1 We have to date reporting on the fallowing :-

The pogroms against the Tamil people in Sri Lanka by "Sinhalese

people" and the Security Forces o:: the Sri Lanka Government »

The invasion by the "Sinhalese people" into Batticaloa and

Trincomalee Districts,

The harassment caused to the Tamils and the Tamil Refugees by
' 'the Government and the Agents of the Gpvernment and the distress

and difficulties they are undergoing- About the extension of the

Emergency and about the Colonisation policy of the Government „

•\S SINCE LAST REPORT

200 JAFFNA

2 = 1 It is reported that several persons have been arbitrarily c.rres-

ted by the Armed Forces at Jaffna, Mullaitivu and Vavuniya,, In

Jaffna Selladurai Sritharan (aged 20) and Gunam Jeyapalan

(aged J<$) were arrested by the Army at Kopay, The Member of

Parliament for Kopay has pprotested against these arrests „

2.2 Govindan Poobalaratnam alias Murugan (Date of Birth 26,8=1947)

who had been working at the Sri Lanka Hosiery Knitting Industrie ,

in Colombo was tortured end killed allegedly by his fellow work-

ers when he returned to his work-site from the Refugee Camp at

Kaithady* The incident took' place on the 14th of November 1D83

and his mutilated body was later returned to Jaffna.,

2*3 It is reported that after a bank robbery at Manipay on the 15th

of November 1983 by some unknown persons, the civilians at

Uduvil, Kondavil and Manipay. are being harassed by the Armed

........ _ Forces.,
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2.4 On the 17th of November 1983 a civilian named Rajeswaraw age

43 years was killed by the Army while having a bath at his

residence at Dutch Road, Uduvil= It is also reported that on

the previous day two other civilians were killed by the Army

at Kondavil, but this is not yet confirmed .

2.5 The Jaffna Citizens' Society has requested the President of

Sri Lanka to h^ld an inquiry into the killing of civilians

by the Armed Forces on the 24th and 25th of July 1983 and to

pay compensation.

2.6 It is reported that the Social Services Department has insis-

ted that the Tamil refugees will benefit from the services ~

only if they return to their ^riginal places of residence.

The refugees in Jaffna from up-country plantations have vehe-

mently protested to the Government Officials that they were

not willing to return to their original homes f̂ r fear of

attack by the "Sinhalese people".

2.7 In Jaffna over 2000 Students have staged :.. protest march

in October 24th 1983 demanding that the Tamil students dis-

placed from Universities located in the South be accommodat-

ed in Universities in the N^rth and East,, Their demand is

based n̂ the corresponding accommodation offered by*.: the

Government to Sinhalese Students who have m^ved to the South

from the East and from India and earlier in 12?7 fr^m the ^

North.

2.8 It is reported that Ariyaratnam of Chunnakam and Rasiah of

Urelu were arbitrarily arrested by the Police and kept in

custody ' and when an application for bail was made in Courts

the Police objected to the application alleging that the said

persons were arrested under the Prevention of Terrorism Act

(PTA).

3.0 COLOMBO

3.1 According to the news report appearing in the "Sun" of

November 7 1983 the Ministry of Fisheries is to implement

a new Scheme to provide licensed guns to owners of fishing

"Wadiyas" (camps). This Scheme will apply specially for

Northern and Eastern Coastal areas to protect the migrant

fishermen wh^ are Sinhalese. It is to be noted that in the

wake of the July violence guns possessed by the people of

the North and the East were - . taken over by the Government
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which now leaves the local Tamil people totally defenceless,,

In this context, it is also relevant to mention that these

Sinhalese fishermen who migrate seasonaly in very large

numbers to Tamil areas, deprive the local Tamil fishermen

of their livelihood who have no facilities for similar

migrations to Sinhalese areas for fishing.

3.2 It is reliably learnt that there is daily an efflux of

Tamils from Colombo to the North with all that is left of

their belongings for fear of attack by the "Sinhalese people".

4.0 VAVUNIYA

4=1 It is reported that the passengers travelling from Jaffna

to Colombo in buses are being harassed by the Armed Forces

in Vavuniya under the pretext of "Searching for Terrorists".

The report also states that some passengers were assaulted

by the Armed personnel,

5.0 BATTICALOA

5.1 It is reported that about 152 persons were taken into

custody by the Army at Batticaloa in the course of past 2

weeks and it is also reported that ab^ut 30 to 40 persons

were locked up in Prison Cells which were meant for 2 to 4

persons and these persons are reported to have been assault-

ed by the Armed Forces and kept under inhuman conditions,

5.2 While strengthening the security systems in Batticaloa it

has been proposed that a Gurunagar style security co-ordin-

ation headquarters be established there„ It will be noted

that the Gurufiagar Army Camp was notorious for adopting

the method of torture to extract confessions from arrested

Tamil suspects ("SUN" of Tuesday November 1, 1983.)

6»0 MANNAR

6.1 It is reported that the fishermen in the village of Pesalai

in Mannar District are harassed and beaten up by the Army

personnel who were in search of wanted people.
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7.0 GENERAL

7.1 According to a statement by the Minister of Inform-

ation, Tamil Nadu, India there are over 23,000 Sri

Lankan Tamil Refugees who have fled to India after

the July/August racial violence in Sri Lanka and

' ' - ' some, of them are living in Refugee Camps. Unoffic-

ial reports claim that the number of refugees is

much hisher,,

INFORMATION OFFICER,

"SUN" (Sri Lanka) 8th November, 1983.

i. M

" ,! Three months Iiave olupsed since iKe last wave of munlef
and iirson HUH iwci't over our i-ountry. In. ihLs period the
i g u y f r n m u n l Has t;iiown H i d e «r »« t-unccru io bring those
Tusiji-Jiislblii fo r the <hugj4(;ry (» }u^tlou ur fi> ruit.vJftJ Hie

_ Tamil ,uiii»of!(y uf their rightful pliioc In the Jib of the
'

Oa-at expense and effort have gont; into reassuring fcreijiners
:UH) jnijjroyinf! our jn temut ioiul "imagi;", but lit compiirisun,
liai'dly any at tempt 1ms been J i i a i lu tu ildjil wilt) tha root prob-

' • h-uis which have lud to thu govcnioitnt's iota o| credibility
•abroad.

As a Sinhaltisie, I 'am dirt-ply ushnmed that our political
' K'inicrs are nUclin/.1 tnaul t lo t l so injury euusetl to the Tn tn l lu

by rufuslng to Ui lk with the i r oltrled lenders, and liuonrt
^ t i -y i i iL ' lu 'smeiir thtjir rppuuii ion and so enuournyc furt!»ci?

, j-iu:iici (Mim.'ty. • . •
;' 1 i!<j n<Ji condone Ui« scp.ii'olHt cry, but I rui'use to lubsl
it '-jiDinu.n|i" or "ovil" HJJ (lie a"veinmant malieb it out to-

'. .ba. /Vf te i 1 ajl, Sri l-nnkA. as a t i n l r y r y j in l l t i cn] ' sU<6 i« )tii>5
tlian ]5fl years olJ; hbw tlitti < 'un thu cnll for politica! auto-
Hniny in the north bu df?s>;rlh«..l ss u gross nj^cenity? Up-

.n-alisth;, sliortslglitucl und conn!er-i>roductlve it uiay be, but
nut ovll,

-T...

1 Far more pernleibus is tfis eOnUnpin.^ prppaggiula"''(by1,
extremists t'rom both corniminUi eg) Which is gaining rnoip—v
linn as tin: apathy of lha jjovermnant deepens. f Indeed
"eelam"' call itself is a .result o f ' o u r persistent rnfu.sr.l ov«r
the past 25 years to .lUtcn w4 to.talk to thn - Istulerti of the
Tamils. ' : ;' ;.. -y.- j'

LHthargy nnd political tippottU/iUJsin h&ye'rlsulied In l!i«-
hardening of a t t i tudes and 'v.\ti poiarisation of "positions w h i n h j
we t;co toduy, 'J t is no exilgguration to s;iy t ha t M;C(X-ri=lve
j;ovurnnient.s through inaction nioi'6 tlwin attything else Imvu
iraaled the terrorjisi moveinent w the «iprt|i and t)m t r imjual J

iiaa{<s In the south. • ••?? • > !•' •>
T(i«?r<ifore, if the government'continues .th!0 tradition bt.l

shortsiHhte<lni'83 by not taking concrete steps id Ujlk with the i
Tamils (w i thou t a t tmript ing to Huwllato t!(em further w i n i ,
iiH sorts <>t p.rii-cpndiilonsi then the bloutj-lwith wo J>a\ l|i •]
July wi l l fucn'r/""-The govorhmanl hflfl to f a k e (ha I n i j i a M v u
•« workiiix towwrris a lona-ti-tiii poMtlcnl .loluiiop: for i| v?.iS
alerted to aerve th«' 1nter-es(a of the r)flt'on as a " '•" '• ' • • - • •

;.ust tlii> ii ' "

University of Cojombo,
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